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ACT UP Ora History Project
Interview of Richard Elovich
May 14,2007

SARAH SCHULMAN: Okay. Soif we could start with you saying
your name, your age where we are, and today@® date.

RICHARD ELOVICH: Whew, thisisthefirst test of memory.

SS: Your name.

RE: Name. Richad Elovich. ThedaeisMay 14", 2007; itd aMonday.
And where are we? Weldein Brooklyn, at my howse; 28011" Street.

SS: And how old areyou, dear?

RE: Andit@ sunny.

SS: How old are you?

RE: Ah 28.

SS: No, really.

RE: Fifty-three.

SS: Fifty-three. Goad!

RE: Okay.

SS: Okay. So, | know you were born in Queens, because | remember
the name of your piece; Ofnother Queer from Queens.O But | don® know which
neighborhood.

RE: | wasbom in Kew Gardens

SS: Okay.

RE: Which of course is asho&k when you actudly see therea Kew
Gardens in England.

SS: Oh.
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RE: 1t@ gardend  And so youthink, you knowBanyway. Andthen
Douglaston, and then Little Neck.

SS: And then Little Neck. So where did you goto high school?

RE: | actudly went to high schoolfirst in PineBush and then | left home,
early, at about14. Part of it was my parents moved to Great Neck and | didn®likeit. So
| moved update, to where there was a small, family with asmall hotel. Andthey adopied
me, and | worked there. Andthen registered for high school there.

SS: Did you go?

RE: Um hm.

SS: Sowhere, what town isthat?

RE: Walker Valley.

SS. Soyou were a displaced Jewish gay teenage from Queensin
Walker Valley, New York.

RE: Restless.

SS: My god!

RE: Yes.

SS: How wasthat?

RE: And,well, it was, it@ complicated. My mother was what today would
beconsdered mentdly ill. But at thetime, wasn®redlly diagnosd. So, my father
wasn®around;my sister had just goneto college So | didn®like to go to school, so |
liked theidea of beang onmy own. Andthisfamily was extraordinary. It was a Cuban-
Italian family, and |efty hotel; sort of the alternaive Catskills. Andit@interesting,

because they jug sold the hotel, after it@ been in thefamily since the1930s And Thich
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Nha Hanh N | don®know if youknowwhotha isN hewas a Vietnamese Buddhit
monk D

SS: Oh yes.

RE: Band actudly, Martin Luther King recommended him for aNobd
Peace Prize. So it was wondeful, because the family was really struggling with selling
thehotel. So it@ an amazing thing, of being able to pass it now to this monastery.

SS: So youQre been in touch with them all these years.

RE: Uh, yeah. And,well, here@ an interesting thing. | actudly stoppe
bengintoud in around1972 throughabout1992,because | had had such awondeful
relationship with them, and | was terrified tha they might behomophobt. Andl jug
couldn®bear to knowtha. And then oneyear, awhole crew of usfrom ACT UP were
renting this hous in Saugeaties. And Daniel [Wolfe] andl, | called up, and Daniel and |
droveover from Saugeties, near Woodgodk, to the hotel. And Dolores saw me. And
ingantly gotit. Andsad, oh, we have Mirth and Girth come to the hotel!

SS: {LAUGHS}

RE: And shejud opened her arms. And ever since then Bshedied afew
years ago, but her son, who was always a big brother to me Band | took in ther daughter.
When shewas having difficulties as a teenager shelived with us and she@ living with us
again. Sowejust sort of, it@ a great fit to family.

SS: And do you think that your ethics about community involvement
came fromthem? Or do you think it wassomething from your birth family?

RE: Ah. | actudly dothink it came from, thefamily® name is Geronimo.

And| dothink it camefromthere. Because thehatel was a site of @Osactivity; lots of
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folk singe's came through there. Andit was a place of much greater freedom, for me.
And aslongas | worked, everyonewas cool. Andtha®, it wasthesite of my first sexud
experiences and drug experiences. Andb

SS: It wasyour first Bohemia, in some way.

RE: | guess. | guessyou could say tha, yeah.

SS. Sowhen did you leavethere, and come badk to New York?

RE: | came back in time to graduae from Great Neck.

SS: Okay.

RE: So | was back there, | was back in Longldand by 01

SS: Okay. Sothat@a very interesting timeto be coming bad to this
areab

RE: Yeah. | was living up there during Woodgock. There@ even,
following Woodgock weekend, | was driving with two folkswho live upthere. Andthey
were driving aVolkswagen tha was panted like an American flag. Andsinceit was
rightafter N it was the Monday following Woodsodck N the police at the
Florida/Goshen exit jus conveaged onus And| was carrying a kngpsack full of
marijuanacigarettesthat | had N this@l really makeit flaky N that | had painted with
watercolors, and was selling at the public school.

SS: Sowould you say drugsand being an artist happened togeher?

RE: | didn®have an idea yet of being an artist. So it was hdludnogenics,
| was attracted to them. And | was kind of, | wasn®going to school, but| was reading
voracioudy. Andmaking my own education, and was very aware of the politics of the

time.
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SS. Sowhat do you think camefirst for you; being an intellectual, or
being gay? | mean subconscioudy, or conscioudy.

RE: Gay didn®come to me untl fairly late, because there was no, we,
especiadly in Queens we lived within a conservative Jewish community; that was very
nice. Andtha was pat of why | was aienaed when we moved to Great Neck, because
al sorts of thingswere happening that | didn®quite undestand at thetime. Bothin
terms of class; in terms of a difference of aneghtorhood. In Queens everyonewalked
around;everyonewas in walking distance to the synagogue you knew all theneghbos.
And Great Neck was thislovdy, lovedy cemetery. Because the streets were empty. But
it was very beautiful. And thingsfelt much emptier.

And | remember, my mother would just buy me clothes, in Korvette@ or,
oneof those discountdepartment stores. And suddenly, movingto Great Neck, it
mattered wha clothes | was wearing, because everyonedressed preppy and had brown
penny lodgers. Andtha wasjug unherd of intheneghbohoodwherel grew up. And
at first, that was very dominaing. Andthen it wastheend of the@0s and so al of that
explodal. Jocks were smoking pot And it was agreat connector between people.

SS: | wasgoing to ak you a personal question from what you®e
saying. Thisisa projection on my part, but do you feel like being an old-school
Jewish New Yorker isnow an antiquated typeto be?

RE: No, notreally. Because there@ so many forms of that. And sointhe
| saw Allen Ginsberg performing at abenefitin N | was still ateenager; | mug have
been 16 or 17; maybeyounge N in Sunnysde, Queens And | then had thisincredible

privilegeto really meet him in about34. Andwe became friends And throughhim |
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met Burroughs And| ended up working as Allen@ secretary for two or three years; |
think untl about@6or 37. Andin fact, updairs, | have Allen@ bed.

SS: Oh, wow.

RE: Which is, it@ probably the only captain® bed with a headboard.
Those whowill undestand will undestand; hewas able to get traction.

{ALL LAUGH}

Andit had, it opexsup, and tha was where he stashed N because helived
between 12" between C and D. In the FOsthat was till dicey for white people, so it was
pretty goodbet tha your apartment would be broken into. So heused to stash his
harmonium and thingslike that inade the bed.

But so | think | was expased to, both throughGeronimos) Bella Abzug
was up there dl thetime, and tha was oneprogressive Jew; people like tha. Andat tha
time, first when | met her, shewas alaborlawyer. Thiswas before sheran for Congress
and everything. Andthen Allen was yet adifferent leftist. Sol think | seeit as, it has so
many different forms and expressionsthat |®n notsure | could say itG not But, | am
Jewish. And| guess |(n |eftist.

SS: Yeah. It@an emotion styleD

RE: Andtied in with school. So | suppo® |@n intellectud.

SS: Soab

RE: A reluctantintellectud.

SS: Reluctant intellectual.

RE: Yes.
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SS. So after you graduated from Great Neck High School, wasthat
when you came to Manhattan?

RE: Yes. Infact, frommy bedroomin Little Neck, in Queens | could see
thered light of the Empire State Buildinggo onand off. Andso | lwaysreferred toit as
Qhecity.O Andit was dways, the gravitationd pull was there.

SS: Sowheredid you b

RE: | could tell you mischievousstories, butessentidly, | knew froma
very early agePand tha@® where my father worked. So B

SS. Sowherewasyour first apartment? Or wheredid you first stay?

RE: My first apartment was on East 6" Street. Well actudly, my first
apatment was in Vermont, in an old schoolhous, in North Montpdier. Andthen|
shared an apartment with my sister, who was going to NYU, and | was going to art
school, in probably G2 or @3. Andthen my first apatment on my own wasin 3, andit
was on East 6™ Street, between 1% and 2. And then my second apartment was basically
next doorto John Bernd®@which was above The Cauldron restaurant.

SS: On the same block.

RE: Yeah. Jud acrossthestreet.

SS: The Indian restaurant block.

RE: Yes.

SS: Yes.

RE: Yes. Right, thelndian restaurant block.

SS: All right.
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RE: Andthen | moved to theBowery. And| lived in thebaloft building
onthe Bowery; 222Bowery, which was where thegymnas-, it was an old YMCA, and it
was a gymnasium where Rothko had donethe Seagram@ pantings and now there was a
second generation abgract expressionist in there. And | waslivingwith aguy named
James Grauerholz. We werelivingin thelodker room of the YMCA, and it literally had
urinds in the bahroom and authentic graffiti from probably 1930. And| lived therefor a
few years.

Andthen | ended up shaing an apartment with my father on East 40"
Street for awhile. Which was, agan, amischievoustale. Because it was hisPalternaive
lifestyle apartment. So my parents weren®that far from Dthere wasn®a great
schizophrenia Thoughnow having goddildren who are in thar teensand twenties, and
friendswho have teenagekids | realize tha my generation, or our generation; our parents
knew nothing aboutwhat we were doing. It was abenign neglect. They didn®have a
clueto wha we were doing. Andnow, my generation paenting teenagers and young
adults, the parents knowway too much aboutwha the kidsare doing. So thekidsdon®
get to have that, make those secrets which then become therr life.

SS: Well put. So wasJames, wasthat when you were working for
Allen, and James wason histrack towards Burroughs? And waslrainvolved?

RE: | was working; actudly | was working at the Gotham Book Mart.

SS: Okay.

RE: | wasin two things | was waiting tablesin theWest Village And|
was working at the Gothan Book Mart. And| met, througha guy named Bruce

Hutchinson, which was workingin themail room, | met James. And | think James was
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sedudive. Andheheard how much | admired William Burroughs And so hesaid he
could introduce me to Burroughs And so onenight, | went down with him to
Burrough€3 loft. AndBurroughswas livingat tha point on Franklin Street. He had just
come from England, and hewas teaching at City College Andit was akind of, for me, a
milestoneevening, because we became friends And then after that, | met Allen, and

Allen liked theidea tha Burroughshad a secretary, so why didn®he have a secretary? So

b

SS. But there wasa whole crew of you.

RE: Bheasked meif | wanted to doiit.

SS: Ira Silverberg worked for Burroughs, right at that time, didn®
he?

RE: Irawas the next generation, yeah.

SS: Oh, okay. Yeah, yeah. And Eileen Milesworked for Jimmy
Schuyler. Wasn®that it?

RE: Tha@right Eileen was, at tha point, shewasDand | actudly went
througha period where, as crazy as thingsgot, | was, | think N and it probably was part
Jewish and part, that | gat onwell N | worked for Allen; then | worked for Jasper Johns
| briefly worked for John Ashbeay, and then | ended my career as a secretary/ass stant
when Helen Frankenthder asked me if | would work for her, and | thought at the age of
30, | think 1Gn, thisistired. So | wentto do something else.

SS: So can you give us a littleinsight Byou worked for all these

homosexual geniuses. Looking badk, do you have any insight into that relationship?
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RE: | think it made, ong for me, it madetha world possible. Because
wha | was going to say before was that in the Jewish community in which | lived, there
was no possibility of homosexudity. Just there wasn®really away of imagining it,
because of the culture and the norms and the pressures. And| aways knew | was
different, so | think gende performance preceded my attractionto men. And| think it
existed largdy, also, in my imaginaion. Fromavery early age | had therubbe mold
Men.O Like firemen or cowboys And | would make, 1@ wake up very early in the
morning, and | would imaginethat they were characters on a ship; they were men ona
ship that never N | preceded Star Trek N they never dodked anywhere, so they were
living forever onthis ship. Andit@ sort of, | think, fantasy also of remaking the hous.
But it was ahouse in which there were only men.

SS: And now you haveone.

RE: Right, yeah. Althoughwe have lots of women passenges.

SS: No, | know. What wastheinfluence of being around these great
iconic figureson your sense of yourself asan artist and your artistic practice?

RE: Okay. Then, it seemed, | actudly think it was throughthose guysN
paticularly William N that started to seem possible. Andit wasin my early twenties, |
think 21, hanging outwith William and a couple of other people. It wasn®jug William;
it was also anunbe of other youngpeople.

Steven Lowe was someonewho | think at onepaint was William@ lover,
and hewas this amazing character. He was theson of afunea director in Miami Beach.
And hewas living a Jane Bowles/Paul Bowleslife. Meaning hewas gay, and hiswife

was gay, and she@ always have alover. Andthey would make these really strangeand
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wondeful dinneg partiesin which everyonewould sort of pile into thar loft down on
Howard Street. Andwe would just get, |@ get stoned; and would start writing,.

And pat of it was | was enommoudy shy in those years. And| would jug
ge completely flugered, especially with adults. | remember thefirst time meeting Allen;
| couldn®put a sentence together. | was jud realy, butnotjus with someonelike Allen,
who®acelebrity. | jus would get very shy and it would degenerate into stuttering® you
know, you know, youknow. And| discovered tha when | wrote, | could talk into my
fingas, and| actudly could say thingstha were intelligible.

So | loved tha, and William encouraged me. And we would actudly
collaborate. We would ge stondd, free assodate; and if hewas working on a chapter of
something, | would write something, and maybe something would end up B Qe see
Chinathroughthe binoaulars of the peopleObecame, | think, a chapter headingin Cities
of theRed Night So we were all playing, and wewere playinggames N notgames like
boad gamesN butWilliam would, hewas like akid. He would hookonto things Like
in Soviet Union, there were these thingscalled the[Kondantin] Raudive Tapes, which
were reel-to-reel tapes of silence in which you could hear, in thesilence, voices of spirits
talking.

So we would jug sort of play with that stuff, and sometimes with,
hdludnogenics, sometimes without Andwe all had thos, in those days, our Selectric
typewriters, and youd throw paint on them so they wouldn®get stolen. And we would
jud sort of goat it. And my friend Steven Lowe survived by writing porn storiesfor

some 42" Street pom book pulisher. Except Steven was so on his own track. He would
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fill these booksup with writing aboutLyndaBenglis, theartist. Andit@like all kindsof
stuff wasinit. But he® just make sure, like every three pages, there was a sex scene.

SS: Likea Kathy Acker novd.

RE: Andyeah, there was a set of rules.

SS: Yeah.

RE: And | endad up doing that for In Toudh magazine | wrote about
fantasy skateboad boyslanding N it was the summer of thelandingonMarsN o |
can®remember wha it was called; it may have even been called Orhe Mars Picture.O
But we were sort of jud all playing with tha stuff, and it was a great time.

SS: You said you went to art school.

RE: Um hm.

SS: Wasthat for writing, or for B

RE: No. Asmy mothe was a panter, and asakid, | picked up art pretty
early on; and my best times with her were her bright days, when we would make Bl
remember really early on, we@ make scrapbooksand things And she could make great
school assignments. Shewasreally creative. | wrote aboutthisinaplay. Shewould do
thingslike paint theinddes of all thedrawers thisreally beautiful red madde. And|
remember going to the Van Goghshow with her at the Brooklyn Museum. And 1@ just
never seen, it was like the museum was onfire with tha yellow of his.

So | wasdrawn to colors and, | took some art classes. But | was always
drawing. Tha®what | was doing in school; | was mostly drawing.

SS. Where were you going to classes?
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RE: | went to the New School And | think, earlier on, there was
something on television; Jon Gnagy was this guy on Saturday morningswho taught
perspective and stuff. AndI would have my sketchbookout there, and on Saturday
mornings dotha. Butl think | also had someformal lessons aswell.

SS:. Sowhat wastherole of drugsin your evolution asan artist? And
| don® know if you had come out yet at this point, but

RE: | didn®really come out untl ACT UP.

SS: Oh, okay. Well then let@ savethat.

RE: Um hm. Infact, wha happensband 1®n sure thisis, I®n workingin
Central Asianow, and | deal with lots of youngkids, and it aMudim county, and
there@ a crimind law agang homosexudity, and there@ all this pressure in families.
Thefirst question everyoneasks youis, do you have children, are you married? So it(3
like what | went through,amplified exponentially. So | had desires. | knew, throughmy
father® gaze, tha | wasn® quite masculine enough,and my grandfather was a
workingman, hewas on therailroad, and hehad been aminorleaguebasebdl player.
And| knew, in both of ther eyes, there was something unacceptable aboutme. So that
really predaed anything sexud. It was much aboutgende. | remember playing with a
dollhouse, and my grandfather saying, tha boysdidn®play with adollhous. And| said,
it@ahotel. And| think | was more interested in my sister@ dolls than shewas. Shewas
actudly atomboy. Havel gotten off onatangent now?

Andthen, when | was, it was smack in the middle of the B0s | went to a
summer camp. Andtherewasthisguywhowas 24. | was 14, 13;and hewas 24. And

hejug kind of turned me onto thetotal @0sexperience, of reading Siddhatha. He was
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astudent at Temple University in Philaddphia. And hejug, it was likethefirst time an
adult N because he® 24, helooked old N hekind of turned meonto al these thingsto
read, and | @ write him letters and stuff. And then once heinvited me down to visit him
at Temple University, where helived with hiswife. And | went and stayed with them.
My father was uptightaboutit. But | thought well, here® this guy who® paying
attentionto me. Because agan, | didn®redly fit in with themen, that were in my family.

And my father actudly accurately predicted that it was homosexud. And
| jugt didn@want to bdieveit. But| was sleepingon a mattress, or cushionsoutin the
livingroom And this guy came out, and started massaging me. And tha turned outto
be like afirst sexud experience. Butit had no meaningto me. It wasreally abouthis
getting off.

And | was actudly bitter, for years, because | thought he deprived me of
figunng out onmy own. So it felt more like animprint. And hedid that a couple of
times.

So | wasn®@quite ready for it. Infact, at tha point | wasinto girls. And
log my virginity pretty early.

SS: So when you were a performance artist in the Eag Village you
wer e straight?

RE: I, | never described myself as straight But that sceneN and | think
foralot of artisss N we didn@want to belabded. And tha also came out of the B0s
was there wasn®an interest in bang pigeonhokd into anything. And| think it was less

abouthomophoba and it was more aboutnotwanting to be pigeonhokd into anything b
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to be pigeonhokd as Jewish. Tha you wanted to escape any jacket tha was beng
dipped onyou or, attributed to you.

SS. Because | alwaysthought you wer e gay, Richard.

RE: Well b

SS: During that whole time.

RE: Bum, | B

SS: It waslike G9to B

RE: | had sex with men since | was 17 Bvoluntarily. But | waswith girls
fromthetimel was 14. Andaso because | was small and notvery macho, girlswere
kind of gravitated towards me, because it was much more equd footing. And often they
were theaggressor. Andsoitwasfun. Andl liked thefluidity. | didn®think of myself
as bisexud, or anything like tha. But my longest relationship was with a couple of
women. And tha went rightup until thepaint| met Daniel. Daniel® really what
changed thingsfor me. It was 17 years ago D@9. And it was, we knew each other
throughLoring McAlpin. Butit was the Cathedral action tha we were hangingout. And
when the screaming was going on N it was going on for hours, because people couldn®
figure outhowto get arrested N and | had had, | had a nurmber of arrests already hanging
ove me, so | wasthar suppot person. And| wasjud trying, it was so cold, so | was
trying to find a place for them to get arrested, so | could go home.  Because it was
getting pretty late. Had been going onall morning, and nowthiswas, | guess, into the
middle of theafternoon And then findly, we fourd a, because the police wouldn@® | et

you g€t into the street even to lay down and get arrested.
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So, butyourvoice gets very hoase. And Daniel, | asked him for a
lozenge And hepassed thelozengefrom his mouth to my mouth. And| thought god
tha@weird. And| thought something was more intimate there. Andthen after jail N as
any activist knows N thelibidois very strongafter ademondration. So he came back to
my apartment, and tha was our consummation date. Andwe sort of dae our relationship
to December 10", 1989. But up until then, Daniel madeit seem possible for me to be
gay. Butmy longreationdhip were generaly with women, whol think also were
androgynousthemselves and drawn to tha, because | think | fit, in the G0s much more
of theglitter scene and aandrogynousscene, than wha later became called theclone
scene. | wasn®into the Western stuff, and | wasn®into leather. And|, it was thetime
of David Bowieand T Rex. Andthere werethese great, great gay discos like thefirst
Limelight, the Roadhou N that were on 7" Avenue lower 7" Avenue AndtheNinth
Circle had a disco downdairs, where the steak restaurant had been. | worked at the Ninth
Circle.

SS: Oh, okay.

RE: | worked there as a cook. Andthen, when | findly got promoted to
waliter, theday | came to work, | think, the owner bumed the place down. He was an
inveterate, or unredeemable gambler. And so Bthe alternaive econony had control of
his cash registers, and they, a bookkesper would come in each day Bbecause helived
abovethe Ninth Circle Dand hehad a dognamed Nathan, a dachshund,tha would sort of
dip down the stairs and made you smile every moming. And BobbyKirivitt[7], hecalled
me Schmeckel. Because | think he hadn® seen a Jewish kid workingin the, in agay bar

before. And hecalls me Schmeckel, which isYiddish for liquor. So | waslike a, | was
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likeadogto him, asakid. Jug thoroughly. AndI wastechnically undeagefor working
at thebar. Butl| worked there for afew years. And then someonetook me unde wing,
where | Bwhen | arrived and there were firemen and the place was basically gutted. And
we went to work at theLion@ Head. Which was a sportswritersCbar. AndtheVillage
Voice had been down there, and the Village Independent Democrats were there. So |
worked there for acouple of years, in thekitchen, cooking.

So thekitchen was always a center for me, and it il is; it@jus that |
don®make aliving fromit anymore.

SS: Areyou a goad cook?

RE: But it was dways my trade

SS: When did you get sober?

RE: Well, when did | get involved in drugs first?

SS: Yes, okay.

RE: So teenageyears; hdludanogens Andthen, | think for me, the gay
bar experience was pretty chdlenging. | was kind of, ontheonehand, in lovewith the
whole experience, because it was like, oh my god,thisroomisfilled with men who want
to have sex. And tha seemed like the mog miraculousthing to me, having gonethrough
this thing where | was the only person; and | ®n sure tha@ truefor lots of gay men. And
then N wait, wait, wait N butl was uptight Andso these, and | waslike, | was 17. And
these guyswould come up to me and go, why don®you smile? And | realized, after a
couple beers| could smile. And after a couple more, | could actudly talk to people.

Andso it wasalotwha was called, in thefield, state-learned behavior.

So | essentially learned how to get on with men; and how to be able to talk to people N
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because again, | did have this weird shyness at that point N through getting liquored up.
And | was fortunae and urfortunaethat | could, for asmall peson, really hold my
liquor. Sotha meant| would, | could drink till four inthemorning. By which timel
was quite drunk. But again, kind of, in control of it. And| loved tha scene because |
liked working till fourin themorning; and then going out with everyoneafterwardsfor
breakfast in the Village and/or going to someone@ house. It was that amazing
experience of the@0s early 0s, where you could, every night, wake upin a different
apartment. And tha was pat of wha | loved doing, was waking upin different people®
lives.

James Wentzy: Maybe |® changethe tape now.

SS: Okay. And let@havea cigarette.

SS. Sowhen did you go from alcohol to drugs?

RE: | had been usng opiates and playing aroundwith them for along
time. But| was mogly drinking, because tha was thebar scene  And unlike today, the
only thing you could get from the bar scene, essentially, were Quaaludes; you could get
pot. Buttheheroin scenewas completely separate. And so | had thisboyfriend from
Brussels who was ugng heroin, and heturned meonto it. Andit jug knew my name. It
was so great. It was, oneof the hgppiest moments of my life. | sort of describethisina
play, and| canrehearseit for youbistha thefir-, | had my fistin hislap. Andhewas
shooing me up. Andit was so erotic. Andwhen the highB1Q@e been workingin Soviet
counties bwhen thekaif came over me, it was like this blanket jus droppel over me.
Andit had been like | was shivering my whole life, and suddenly | jud felt wrapped in

this embrace.
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And| jus loved it; it knew my name. | wouldn® say tha | was addicted
fromthefirst moment, butl wasin lovefromthefirst moment. And my favorite thing, in
away, was boyfriendswho were outaws. They were outliers from, the gay community,
who Dand sometimes they were guyswho could only have sex with aman Bthey didn®
identify as gay, butthey could only have sex with a man when they were high. Andit
was the best drug on, Howard Brookne and | werereally tight. | had been traveling, and
Howard had sort of heard of me throughJames. And hejug came over thenight| was
back. Andwe had sex, andwe gotinto heroin together. And agan, | wrote aboutthisin
aplay, butwe would jug fudk for hours, and notcome. Andit waslike so, it was just
wondeful. It was wondeful getting hightogeher, and it was wondeful having sex
togeher. Andalot of theguys Howard was gay, did self-identify asgay. And| actudly
introdued him to the guy who became hislover, Brad Gooch. Because Brad and | had
been really, really goodfriends and had messed aroundtogeher.

AndtheNinth Circle was my office. It was the place where no matter
wha | did, | would end up there by around11:30. Andthisisnow after it had reopened.
And so my friendsjug knew tha@ where they coud find me, because | had lots of
friendswho would, agan, they, thegay scenewas very, very varied, and there were |ots
of gay men who were notinto thebar scene But they knew they could find methere. In
those days, you didn®have an ansawvering machineyet, or anything like tha, so it was a
place where | would endup. Andthere al sorts of interesting people there: Joe Brainard
hungoutthere; Mark Lancaster, who was a British panter. We had visitationsby the
likes of David Bowie, and it was a place; it was redly, really well known asascene And

when you were describing before aboutthe hudler bar, tha was well after theNinth
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Circle was no longe a scene tha thedowndairs became a place. Andthere was aways
tha tingeto the place. Because there were lots of illegd opeaationstha were going on
aroundthegay ba, you know; everything from gambling to acall girl service to, mosly
jug marijuanadealing.

SS. Sowhat year did you get sober?

RE: Uh, | ga sobe in Bch-ch-, ch-ch-, ch-ch, ch-ch-, ch-ch-, ch-ch B
1982. But tha was along,| didn®see it as getting sobe, because | didn®, | didn®really
see myself asan alcoholic. Andit was mainly, it was heroin and speed that brought me
to my knees. It was speedbdls. And I thoroughly wrecked this wondeful, wondeful
relationship | had with awoman. And 1@ keep he outof this. But we werejust best
friends and | think we though, we@ spend therest of our livestogether. | had already
been married.

SS: Oh, you®e kidding.

RE: Yeah.

SS: When did you get married?

RE: | gotmarried in 1978,to adancer. Shewas pat Indoneian and part
Dutch. And| was very close with thewhole Cunnnghan scene, which isnotabig
surprise, tha | was working for Jasper Johns | was living with Mark Lancaster at wha
was then Jasper Johns3 studio, but later became The Bank. AnduhBlog my train of
thoughthere.

SS: And you got married to a Cunningham dancer ?

RE: Oh. So then, well, shewanted to bein the Cunninghan company, and

we were sort of having arelationhip. Andthelittle network of friendsl wasin, we
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realized that she, if shegotagreen card, maybe Merce would think shewas more
committed. But sheessentially came, shewas a Dutch bdlerinawho then gotinvolved
with Ton Simons who had, shewas in the Rotterdam Dance Thegter, and they had, we
were part of ayoungscene Karole Armitagewas part of it; Karole was my neighlor.
And| think at tha point shewas going outwith David Salle. Andthere wasawhole
scene of us tha crossed anunbe of things But | was very involved in thedance scene,
and | had, off and on, for abouttwo years, | had awondeful lover named Jm Self, who
was a choreographe. Whowasfirst adancer in the Cunninghan company, andthen he
was choreographe. And we started, Brad Gooch got me started writing stories. And
Richard Hom. | started writing stories. Andwe@ go back and forth, because Brad had
been writing podry up untl then, and then both of us started writing stories at the same
time. Andwe sort of, exchangeeach time we had finished a story. And so through
him and a nurber of other people N Steve Hamilton N | learned of the podry scene.
But | had never, | wrote some poans when | wasin high school, but | didn® think of
myself that way; | thoughtof myself aswriting stories. So tha@why | also had a greater
identification with Burroughs and Paul Bowles and, than | did with Allen.

SS. So you got sober really at the moment that AIDS wasbeginning;

RE: Well, and it@ an interesting thing. What gotme, patt of wha gotme
sobe was tha my girlfriend, who hadn®been usng any drugsP1 would, every so often,
try to stop usng heroin. And | was on methadoneprogram for two years. And during
oneof my periodic cyclingin and out of usng heroin, | meet her. And shedidn®know, |

didn®tell her that | was usng heroin. And then she just casudly showed me, in her
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kitchen drawer what was in those days like alittlewrappe N amog like an origami
wrappa N with cocaineinit. And shewas snorting alittle bit of it, and | was like, why
waste this on snorting? And quickly puled outa syringe and then stayed up thewhole
night And| think after tha, shehad the clear impressiontha | was nota nenvcomer.
And| was back onthehorse agan. Andfor thenext two years, with her, | wasin and out
of heroin, and then shegotinvdved with cocaine And shegot Bso we met in thelate
@0s we were together until 32 And shegota harrible case of hepatitis B, and got
really, redly sick, to the paint tha she needed interferon treatments.

And| felt enomoudy guilty. One because | had turned her onto these
drugsand had injected her thefirst time. And|l wasamess. Because once you ge&t
involved like that, | would find any way to get money, including stealingfromher. And|
just wrecked ourrelationghip. Andit wasn®until | went outto Minnesota for drug
treatment Bbasically wha hgppened was, my family did akind of intervention. They
found mein an overdoe. My sister Bl had been taking care of her dog and, and | was
dragging thedogoutto cop onthe, | waslivingin Chdsea

Andthisis preBChdsea scene Thiswaswhen Chelseawas al atino
neghbohood,andtough. In those days, it was gay bashing in tha neéghbohood. And|
would take her mutt, Doc, to theLower East Side and | knew my way aroundthere.

And actudly, pat of supporting my habit was tha | would set white guys
upto get muggel. Sol, and| was adaredevil. Again, | wasalittle guy,and | wasn®
physcally aggressive, but| wasn®afraid of anything. And part of that was the drugs

Andit jud turned into avery bad run. And oneof thelast thingswas, for

example, | borrowed, | wrote acheck at theNinth Circle. Andl hadn®been therein
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years, but because | had worked there, | knew everyone So | wrote a check, andthe
check bouned. Andthose guysweren®kidding around. And | was looking for the
French Foreign Legion; | waslooking to get outfrom undeneath alot of this. Andso
even when | was on methadone | was still shooting speed. Andin thoe days| wasin for
21daysin Berngein. And| think | was the only onewho hadn®doneprison. And
basicaly, it was jud sitting aroundall day, playing cardsand telling war stories. And
there was a soda worker, but she hid at theend of the hdl, and never really came out of
her office.

Which later comesinto play, because oneof thethingsthat | really got
involved with in ACT UPwas, | heard Tim Sweeney, who was then the, | think hewas
the policy director; | don®think hewas yet the executive director of GMHC. He came to
oneof our meetings, and hewas talking aboutthe state budge and abouttreatment dots.
And | started thinking throughall the attempts | had made at treatment in New Y ork.
And| never could afford a drug-free treatment program D atherapeutic community. So |
thought was | in oneof those dots you@e talking about? It was avery weird way of
hearing someonetalk aboutit. And|I set about throughACT UP and then Ryan White,
to create the drug treatment tha | wished had been there for me.

But anyway, | jug bumed down the hous, essentially. | jus bumed
everything down. Andthen | took addiberate ovados. | was dways, | was thekind of
user whowas, likethe, theglassis, jug goingove. And some people could really
managethar addiction. Like Burroughs He, basicaly, he used methadoneto the end of
hislife. Andhewould cycleinandoutofit. Buthenever gotredly into trouble. But |

was the person who was always increasing my dose, and always looking for the nod;
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looking for tha wondeful moment when, beween beng highand beng out And so tha
meant | overdosed alot. And paticularly towardstheend, when | was jug shooing by
myself and there wasn®someonewith me, it@ dangerousstuff.

So my sister foundme when she came to look for her dog,and | was deed.
And | think shecalled an ambulance. Andthen my family learned of it, and they did one
of those traditiond interventionswith me. And at tha point, it was convenient for me to
gointo treatment. Because | had bumed everything outonthestreet. There was noonel
could borrow money from anymore; my girlfriend was sick, and shewas nowin London,
getting interferon treatments. So, | was pretty aware tha | needed an escape Andso |
went into treatment really not intending to stop, but jud to escape And my parents gave
me aoneway airplaneticket to Minnesota. And| think they wanted to berid of me, ina
sense.

So, | redlly tooktoit. | didn®think | would, but! loved thewhole
expeience, and it was kind of, because of my sexudity and stuff, | think it was thefirst
time tha there was a group of people, and a groupof strange's, whol let knowwho | am.
And| dothink, | dothink part of my bisexudity was hiding behind it, as well; was as
longas| wasin relationshipswith women, | wasn®homosexud, somehow. and all tha
came collapsng down aroundme, and | think it was much more, it waslessN andthisis
where, people get into thedrugs thedrugs thedrugsN  thetruth is, treatment for me
wasn®really aboutdrugs It was really aboutme connecting with people and, just
putting®ny life back together. And | wasjus turning 30. My 29" birthday was the

worst. It was, it really was botoming out AndthoughMinnesota was oneof the
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strangest, it was like Kansas; waking up in Minnesota. And| was asweird to them.
Because alot of those people had never seen a Jew before,

SS: Right.

RE: They@ seen blacks, because there were blacksin, tha was Prince®3
scene St. Paul and Minnegpolis. Butwhen | had to get recovery jobs | could get amost
any job, because | wore glasses and | was Jewish. So, | gotajobat the St. Paul bus
depot, working thelobger shift. AndI was able to get that job.

| was anightclerk at therent-by-the-hour motel. And the guy who hired
me said, do youDyoudl bethebookkesper. Because tha@ wha happensat night, is
recondle thebooksfor that day. Andheagan jug sort of assumed | could doit. Andhe
said, well, you know howto DI said, | don®knowif | can dothis. Andhesaid, well, you
know how to baance your checkbook,don®you? Andwell, tha was alittle bit of white
lying; no, | didn®really know howto. And| said, yeah, yeah, I, | get howto dotha. So
| was hired as thenight clerk.

Andthen | had a couple more. | was abaker at the Sheraton Hotdl in
Minneapolis. And that also wended my way back to New Y ork, because | knew Bob
Wilson, and heliked wha | did in terms of paformances. Because | had started
performingwith Jim Self. Andagan, an indication of howfar outthere | was was that
like the Cunningham-Cagething, | was suppod to come up with ascore. It didn® have
to have any relationship to Jim@ dance, butit had to be predictable, so tha hecould
know, by thetime hegotacrosstheroom, | was sayingthisline And| was so highthat |
would jus gointo the office of Dance Theater Workshop every night, get onthe

Selectric; and just bewriting up anew text to keep it interesting for me. Which of course
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madeit impossible for him and madeit impossible for the dancers, because they never
knew what | was goingto do next.

So thisiswhen | say everything was coming down, was this had been a
great oppotunity; we had akind of great partnership. And this came down; my working
for Jasper enddd; everythingwas really falling apart.

SS: So then, at this point now, you®e sobering, you®e back in New
York. And | think thiswaswhen John Bernd really becomes a figure. Because |®n
assuming that Bl know you were really closto John, and you werein hiscare
group, but that wasa precursor to you getting involved in ACT UP.

RE: Right Actudly wha hgppened was, since | wasworkingin
Minnegpolis, | had to beat my jobat, | wasabaker. So| had to bethere at aboutfivein
themomning. And Wilson came through,and he was doing the Knee Plays at the Guthrie
Theater. And heasked meif | wanted to bethedramaturgefor it. Andhehad thistext
from David Byrne, and Byrnewasn®outyet; he hadn®come outyet to Minnespolis, so |
basically created, out of his material, | created thetext for the Knee Plays. Andit, |
would jug stay, 1@ sleep on Bob® couch every night And youknowBheh heh, |3 just
get everyonein trouble; he@ be doing coke and drinking. And so hel@ stay up all night
long,doing these beautiful charcod drawings And | would findly runout of steam,
because | wasn®usng drugs | wasn®drinking. And 1@ fall asleep, and by aboutfivein
themorning, hewas back in his bedroom aseep, and | would goto thebakery. Andit
was redlly throughworking with Bob tha | said, | want to get back to New York and |

want to get back into performance scene and that whole thing.
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And everyonewas saying to me, don®go back to New Y ork; everyonein
Minnespolis, in St. Paul; they were saying, don®go back to New Y ork; youdl use again.
Andthey took a ba to me, with the statistics of relapses amongsg heroin users. So, and
they said, stick with thewinne's; tha was oneof thesogans So | said, okay, 1@n an
alcoholic. Because they had much better statistics.

And so when | went back to New York, | jusg wentto AA meetings And
| lovedit. AndlI didtha for acouple of years. And | dowly gotmy life back. | started
performing. And then | kind of came outfrom underneath Jm@ shadow and started
making, we did a paeformance at TheKitchen. | mean | did this play based on Kathy
Boudin@ story at TheKitchen. And| jug started, | was part of acurated evening of
youngdancers at the Grey Art Gallery. Andtha@when | met Karole Armitageand a
number of youngpeople who were part of tha scene, of moving, separating themselves
from Merce; butthey were all Merce® dancers. Which had happened now through this
islike thethird generation of tha hgppening. And| jug started making my own
performances, and from about@4 Gil &7 | was making plays, and largdy working with
dancers.

And| met JohnBernd at an AA meeting. And John was notan acoholic.
But | think what was so panful for him was no one, even thoughhewas pat of thequeer
community, and an art community; but noonehad aclueto AIDS. And technicaly, John
didn®have AIDS; hehad ARC. So hefirst had GRID B

SS: Right.

RE: BDGay Related ImmuneDeficiency. And Johnhad come outvery

early on,in terms of bengapesonout intheopen. Andthen hesuddenly realized the
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consequences of this, that he couldn® his sister wouldn®let him spend time with his
nephews; everyonewas freaked out, even our friends who were pretty hip onthedance
scene, they were afraid to drink the same water as John. So in asense, Johnstarted
denying that hehad AIDS.

SS: Right.

RE: He actudly wentin reverse. Andso we met throughAA, and |
agreed to be John@sponsor. Andit didn® take me very longto realize Johnwas not
alcoholic, buthe hewas sick.

And| had first heard aboutAIDS, redly, through | had afriendfromthe
Pyramid scenewho was, ended up at ahdfway house with me in St. Paul. Andhewas,
his name was, Ammo was his dragger name. Andhewas redly close with that whole
Club 57 scene.

SS: Oh yeah; Ann Magnuson b

RE: Yesb

SS: band John Sex.

RE: bKeith Haring, John Sex; he and Johnwere lovers, and KlausNomi
was thefirst person who, fromtha scenewho died of AIDS. JohnSex later died.

So | wasfirst gettingit as thisthing that was happening. And of course, |
was atotal doubke winne, because | was Bl was usng needles; | was getting fucked; and
there was, up untl @7, when | tested, | thoroughly expected tha | had, that | had AIDS.
Andin fact, anumber of people whowere close to me, and had been loverswith me,
were actudly upset when | tested negaive and they tested postive. Because | redlly was,

someonewho was as risky as you could imaginebeing.
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And| aso wasjug praying that | actudly would test negaive, because |
couldn®face coming up with yet another problem into my family. It just seemed too
much to have to explain, to my parents and my sister, tha | had AIDS.

Andit, | remember testing a the Center. But now, back to John.

So | became John@AIDS sponsr, because hejust had stoppel wanting to
talk aboutit, largdy, with people. Buthewasin andoutof NYU. Andat tha time,
NYU Medical Center was discriminaing. They didn®want too many paients, because
they didn®want to beknown as an AIDS hoital. So very often, hewas getting stuck in
theemergency room and kept there for days. And hehad wild symptoms. He had jug
insane case of pooriasis. It wasall immunerelated. Andthen, hegotN 1®n notgoingto
remember now what tha oppatunistic infection, CMV. He had CMV.

Butin asense, Johndied withouthaving an AIDS diagnoss. Because
mog of the symptoms he had were nat yet onthe CDC roder.

Andit was, it was crazy being part of John@suppat group too. Because
this was sort of my entrance into the Lower East Side performance scene, of 1shmael
[Hougon-Jones] and YvonneMeier. AndLori E. Seid wasreally theglueto puting the
suppot scenetogehe. AndJohnwasinbespecialy towardstheend, hewasin fierce
denial tha hehad AIDS. Andwe were trying to figure out a hogice or something to put
himin. Andl remember oncegoingto N wha wasit called?N 102? Remembe? Kiev
wasover heeb

SS: Oh yea, 102.

RE: Band then therewas 102? And Michael Stiller, whowas like the

younget N hewasakid N heand| took Johnout for breskfast. Andwe were tryingto;
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Michael was aready running hisfinanda stuff. Because there was atendency, in those
days, for guysto, if they knew they had AIDS, to really run up credit card bills. Andso
John,who wasn®going out very much, would go out and buy, thisreally expensive
winter coat. 1t@ humorous now. At thetime, it was pretty, it was all pretty chalenging.
It was all beyondour experience. Every oneof thase networks of suppot groups No
onehad any blueprint for it.

And so Michael and | took Johnoutfor breakfast. Andwe were tryingto
say to him, look; we gotto find a place for you, because the Co-Op Careat NYU isno
longe working. | would often stay with Johnin Co-op Care, because tha was theway
you gotatiny apartment, aslongas you had afriend who was willing to stay overnight.

Andfor whaever reason, | was notfreaked outabout AIDS at al. And|
think part of it was that | had come up throughheroin and cocaine. 1@ seen my girlfriend
throughhepatitis B; and it jus wasn@®, it was like theworst thing happened to me, and |
was the agent of it. Which was, the heaviest thing that ever hgppened in my life N and
that has ever happened in my life since, lookingback N was to pry tha needle out of my
handsand out of arm. So to me, | never was flugered at all by wha Johnwas going
through. And | met, abund of times, with his therapist and him.

Andit was jug, thestory really isN and again, thisistruefor lots of
people N at thea-, Johnhadn®pulled it together yet? He was, hewas still ayoung
artist; hehadn®redlly hit his groove And hesaw himself as kind of, hisrelationship
with Tim fell apart, Tim Miller fell apart; and there were al these thingshewanted to do.

So it@ totally undestandable that desth just seemed like, it shouldn®happen.
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And so hewould, when our little suppot groupwould get togeher in his
apartment, hewould see it as, we were organizing to be his suppot team for his career.
He wanted a secretary, and hewanted Michael Stiller to be his secretary. Andit was like,
okay, we know, Johnhas AIDS. But for, and remember, thee wasno HIV yet. So there
was thisreal oddthing. And| remember, at breakfast, Johnwas jug concerned aboutthe
fact tha thewaitress didn®get his eggsright, theyolk hard enoughor loose enoughor
something like tha. So there we are trying to have this momentousconvesation with
him about the next stepsin hislife, and aboutdying. And Johnwas jud talking about
theeggyolks. Andit wasjud so clear tha hewas putting every bit of strength he had
into not acknowledging this. And we were youngenoughto notundestand tha, at the
time.

And people would comein and out And| think | was a valuable resource
for John because we didn®have any luggaye We hadn®been boyfriends we hadn®
performed together. So | could be aroundhim, and he didn®have to do any emotiond
work with me. Whereas with alot of hisfriends and especialy people he had been
involved with, heamog didn®want to see them at the howital. Because heknew, if
they came, hewould have to do all this emotiond stuff with them. Which hewasn®
prepared to do, because he wasn®, even thoughhelooked, to everyonehewas very sick,
hewasn®seeing it tha way.

Andin thelast year of hislife, hewas sending meto HEAL meetings
And1, 1Q&e aways been, to some degree, arationd creature. And HEAL didn®make, a
lot of what was going onin HEAL didn®make alick of senseto me. It really seemed

like, okay; | knew enoughaboutalternaive stuff that tha made sense to me. But it was
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so clear that so many of the people going to the HEAL meetingswere havking goodsN
either tapes or different kindsof cures N butyou couldn®separate out people. As
critical aswe can beof thecrew tha gat aroundTreatment and Data at ACT UP, they
were never making money out of it; they were never selling their own cure. But al the
Louise Hay stuff, and all tha; there was another pe'son, | forget, who was BWilliamson?

SS: Yeah, Marianne Williamson.

RE: Yeah. All tha stuff, there was always someonesellingit. Shodd we
stop?

JW: Nob

SS: No, we@efine.

RE: So Johngot meto the Center, because he had been into this stuff at
HEAL. Andthen, hereally wanted to goto agay pridemarch. Now, | had beento agay
pridemarch in 19-, maybe1974,| had been toit. But| didn®marchinit. | wasjug,
hanging out, as it would go down to Washington Squae Park. But| remember being
there, seeing people, listening to speeches, because there were speeches at tha point.
And then 1@ never been to agay pridemarch, ever. And | went to thegay pride march,
basically, for John. Because he couldn®go. And| saw this groupof people. And R
you guyscan correct me N but | think they had afloat that was barbed wire, like a
concentration camp. Andthey were jug al screaming. Andthey were so angry. And
somehow, | jug knew thisiswhere | bdongal. Because we felt so powerless with
everything tha was going on with John.

Andthetruth was, | wanted to g& away. Every timel would try to get

away from John,hewould call me up; call throughmy answering machine andtell me to
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get thehdl upto thehowital, or to get to his apatment. Because agan, | fit acertain
nichefor him.

But, | wasn@, it was actudly, tell youthetruth, it was mostly the women
N andalot of them lesbiansN whowere who had the ability to do alot more nurturing,
and had theemotiond capecity to doalot more nurturing. So Lucy Sexton and Annie
lobg and Lori E. Seid; theonly pesonwho never had it was YvonneMeier. Yvonne
was running for the hills. AndIshmael wasin and out of it. Because heand Johnhad
been lovers, Ishmael assumed hewould, hewas positive. Andthey had a, still, avery
intense relationdhip.

And| was still aselfish kid. | didn® get tha part; it didn®come easy, the
idea of taking care of someone So what | could dowasN and probably, agan, it was
valueble, and it was valueble to anumber of other friendsN was tha | would hang out
with him, so he didn® have to deal with sickness. It was, we@ talk aboutthingsthat
were goingon. We@ plan. He would want to know; | wasin rehearsal for something,
he@ want to know what was going on. | think | made Johnthe co-director on a piece |
was doing N (Bobby®Birthday Like ThaON at St. Mark@ Church, at Dangpace.

And| got Chris Cochrane, who | knew throughlshmael B and somewhere
aongthere, Ishmael and | had been boyfriends and | think | was involved with Ishmael
at aboutthistime. | went to the Center, and was curiousaboutan ACT UP meeting. And
Chriswas ared artist. So thewhole idea of getting, even thoughhe was, and grew up,
very lefty, when hesaw abig crowd of people like tha, his impulse was to stay very

back; far intheback. And| was, thisAA@r. Soit®like, get in thefrontrow.
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And| wasjud totally amazed. It was sort of likethefirst timel wentto a
gay bar. Now it was, |, yearslater N because if that was, like 19690r 00, it@ now 1987
or 1988;and |®n seeing thisroomfull of people. And knowing mogt of them are all gay
or lesbian. And seeing men and women facilitating a meeting according to Robet®@
Rules of Order; and it was Robata® Rules of Order, and it was political. That sort of
broughtmy lifetogeher. Because | had been very involved in antiwar stuff in thelate
®@0sand early G0s and | was actudly thelast draft year. And1@ bumed my draft card
down at the Pentagon which was oneof thelast of thebig demondrations JohnFroines
had been my collegeteache in Vermont, so | went down with John,and| had silk-
screened al these poders and stuff.

But, once | wasin thegay scene, | went to the Firehouse a number of
times, butit was, aesthetically it was not attractive to me, to see gay men with beards |
didn®get it. Because, you wanted to bedightly feminine? Andso | couldn® get theidea
tha these guyswere wearing bandanas, and dightly longhair, andthen beards | jug
didn®get it. So it was notthepditics; it was more havingthese N and | think they were
alcoholfree dances, at theFirehoue N | jug, it wasn®my scene | wanted to go get
drunk and bewith men who were androgynous and dressed in glitter, notbluejeans

And| aso came outof tha side of the @0s whichis, | went to this hippie
schoolin Vermont, and everyonewas in coverdls. | mean it was atotal Band | became
known as Rizzo Ratso. Because | was from New Y ork; | was usng some speed; and |
dressed in, tightblack jeans and | was always in ablack T-shirt. And| was smoking,
when they were dll trying to beb

SS: Wherewasthis?
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RE: bgroovy. | was going to say Woodgock University. Goddad.

SS: Oh yes. | taught there.

RE: It was theonly school | could get into, because | had basically, agan,
notdonemuch in high school.

JW: Now we haveto stop.

SS: Canwe moveb

SS: One of thereasons that we so much wanted to talk toyouistotry
to ge the complete overview story of needle exchange

RE: Sure.

SS. When theidea started Bfrom soup to nuts.

RE: Okay. Sowhen | went to thisfirst meeting with ChrisN and Chris
would jug gooneein awhileto an ACT UP meeting; and there were these kindsof
circles of people@involvement. Because now people say to me they werein ACT UP,
and | think, | never saw you. And| redlize tha thething tha was so brilliant about ACT
UP was that there were these concentric circles. There were thos of uswho weretotally
glued to every Monday night; there were othe people who would come occasiondly; and
then there were people like, David Wojnarowicz, Steve Petronio, who were my friends
and | would bring them to demongdrations to get arrested. But there was a whole crew of
people who would come to demondrationsbut never, maybethey went once to a
meeting. Andthere were jug, tha was thebrilliance of the organizing of it; of how, that
could exist. And | think |Gre used that modd in other things that idea, notion of
concentric circles; that it okay to beinvolved at thelevel youwant to beinvolved in;

and tha® wha makes a movement.
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So wha hgppened was, | was in drug-free roons, suppo®dly, you know;
in AA and NA meetings And | tested in @7; and | did, | just shutdown completely.
Because | didn®really bdieve in safer sex. | could notexplain why | wasn®HIV-
postive. | could not explainit. Sobasicdly, | jus shutdown sexudly. And| had
aready shutdown interms of drugs Andthere was ayear or two years when Band so
tha pat of ACT UP was strangeto me, that How to Have Sex in themiddle of an
epidemic. | jud fet like | was watching my friends and especialy in thefirst couple of
years, watching basically my whole generation tha | had come upwith, die. Soit, | just
wasn®ready to test fate again.

Andl, | really gotinvolved in the FDA action. And that wasthefirst
major actiontha | gotinvolved in. Andtha was my first arrest. | had gotten arrested a
bund of times with antiwar stuff. But thiswas thefirst time, it was down in Rockville,
gdting arrested there.

And| gotvery involved in Treatment and Data. Andthen, | think, for a
year or two years, | represented Treatment and Data on the Coordinaing Committee.
And Y olandaSerrano had come to try to get usto, | remember her doing the bleaching
demondration for everybody. And| had such aneedle habit N | loved theneedle N that
to me, tha was like having cocainein frontof me. Sol jug knew, okay, | can®handle
tha.

Then acombinaion of thingshappened. Onewas, shewas really pusing
Steve Joseph Bhewas the health commissione at thetime Bthe program hewas trying to
pull off at 125Worth Street. So shewas basically making that decoy quack. And |

remember writing something for ACT UP, and basically saying, thisisabsurd. Thisisa
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really absurd thing And| was ogensbly againg it. Because, and | didn® say why we
should hdp thecity pull thisthing off. And, at thesame time, something, | caughtwith
Yolanda Andsheand! clicked. Andl jus didn®want to get involved in it, except for
thisonething, | wrote thisthing for thefloor, basically, saying, after Y olandacame and
asked usto get involved with the Department of Health thing, | said | didn®think we
should doit.

Andthen | went, as arepresentative, Treatment and Data Btha was when
there was tha whole thing with the teaching ho9itas, of tryingto get theteaching
hogitals to provide AIDS services to thecity hogitals. And| went upto 103¢ Street? B
yeah, 103° Street, to the Academy of Medicine, where [Anthony] Faud was spesking.
And | think | asked Faud, or someoneasked Faud why there weren®injection-drug
usersenrolled in AIDS clinical trials. And Faud said, because they®e part of a
non®mpliant popuktion.

Andin order to get to 1039 Street, | had to get off the subway, and |
passed my methadoneclinic, which was New Y ork Medical College, on 102" Street.
And| had, been there every day for two years. So it broughtme home. Anditwasjug a
coinddence. But when| heard Faud say tha, | just became enraged, and hopdully ina
more measured tonesaid, there@® no such thing as anonmmpliant popuktion. 1@n part of
tha popuktion. Again, at tha time, notknowingN did | know? N at that time, that
was thefirst time| came outasan IDU.

And then Treatment and Data and Policy committee were the same
committee, still; they hadn®broken up yet into two different committees. And| heard

Tim Sweeney come and talk aboutthebudgé. And hewas talking abouttreatment dots.



Richard Elovich Interview 38
May 14,2007

Andit, suddenly thisreally spoketo me. It spoketo mein away tha maybethe gay stuff
didn@ And, meaning thediscrimination stuff; that | assumed that was reality, and that
wasn®going to change And| jugt gotrealy involved with it.

Andthen | and a couple of people went out one Saturday with Jon Parker,
who was coming down from Yae. And hewas like JohnnyAppleseed. He®@ goto
different places, and he(@® usudly buy, we went to two SROs, and hewould buy awhole
chicken, and open it up, and people in the SRO would come and 1@ get needles from
him. And this hgppened for me; and | know | madeit hgppen for lots of other people,
induding Ruth Messinge; is, if you see needle exchangehgppening, it@ no longe an
argument. Youtotally get it when youseeit. Andwhen | saw wha Jonwas doing, |
completely gotit. And]I think within aweek, | and, | think Dan Williams, we went to the
floor of ACT UP, and described this, and said we had to doit.

SS: What wasthereaction?

RE: Postive. Very postive. Andalittle crew of usN we went off the
floor N and alittle crew of usgottogether. And| think initially Rod wasn®part of it
yet.

SS: Rod Sorge

RE: Hewasreally young Yeah. Rodwas maybe20yearsold. Andhe
jug started showing up to wha we were doing, the same way, later, Dan Raymonddid,
who was another really, really youngkid. And so we jud started going out | remember,
there was Jennifer Lacey, who was, | knew from the dance community. Her mother was

anurse. And her mother would get usN | don®know where they came from; they fell
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off theback of atruck N shewould get usred infectiouswaste containers. And| had
thistherapist, Pavel b

SS: Jod Pavd.

RE: Wha?

SS: Jod Pavd? Wasthat hisname?

RE: No, Paul Pavel.

SS: Paul Pavd, okay.

RE: Paul Pavel.

SS: Right.

RE: He had been the person who actudly hdped me throughthe addiction
stuff. And| wastelling Pavel aboutthis, and Pavel was like, thisisareally goodthing.
Do this. And Pavel wastheperson| would goto and talk aboutJohnBernd. And Pavel
got me to buddyup with Richard Horn, who was dso having real toughtime with the
death thing. And Pavel was a Holocaud survivor and had been akid. And so hehad no
paience with God. He would say, therewas no God in Auschwitz. Andl, if | said,
there, butthere are spirits. And Pavel would say spirits? Ghogs, youmean? Think how
crowded it would be.

So hejust wasn®@havingit. But hewas tryingto hep these youngguys
And he hdped me with Jon. And he throwing all boundaies out, basically gotmeto
start showing up for Richard. And | was mythical to Richard, because again, here@ this
guydying from AIDS. Andheel am, the pasonwho hethinksisthewickedest person

heknows. AndI@n negative. So we jus formed thistightbond
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So thisall was going on. And | needed away of dealing with tha. And
tha@where, | kept jus gravitating towards ACT UP, because it was actions| could do.

And so we jud started doingit. And Pavel suggested, oh; because he had
all these street dogsthat hewould adopt And hewould name them N it@, it may sound
corny, buthe had street cats and dogstha hewould adoptfrom Central Park. Andhe
named them for thekidswho, like himself, were in first Theresiengadt and then in
Auschwitz, and they al wentupin smoke Except for him, and | think another friend.
And hewould name these cats and dogstha he found after, Ari, Ami, and hewould
name them after thekids And Pavel would give them medicines and stuff. Andhetold
me; you can g€, out of the veterinary catalog, you can get syringes.

So we did tha for aperiod of time. Andthen, | forget who the person was
who came up with the notion tha we could buy them from Seattle, where it was legd.
And we started doing that.

Andthen Rodredly took off, and hewas a great, great organizer. Andhe
basically became themanager. And | wasn®amanager. So it was like, and oneof the
people who we thoughtwas a manager absconded with alot of funds And,uhb

So Rodreally tookit on. And Rodwasliving, at thetime, with Heidi
Dorow, in theLower East Side. And every Friday night, we@® get together and put
bleach kits together, and at some point, Rod and | went up to Montefiore. And Ernie
Drucker was up there. He used to bethe methadore; hewas a psychologist in charge of
the methadoneprograms at Montefiore. Andwe were tryingto figure out, we were
aways onestop ahead of wha we were doing, in this sense; knowing that thiswas a

temporary thing, that we couldn®sugain this. | described it as, it was ACT UPG longest
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civil disobedience, because it went onfor two years. But we were doingit because

Y olanda noneof the NGOs could doit, and keep ther registration status ther tax-
exempt status  So we were hitting, we basically established points at, we made points of,
and ongong points, of the places that Jon actudly established. So we werein
Williamsburg, at an SRO there; and then on the street, in Williamsburg. We were at, in
Bushwick. We were at the Lower East Side, and at tha time, | think it was Attorney
Street; maybe Does Attorney and Delancey, are they perpendicular?

SS: They cross. Yeah.

RE: Yeah. Soit was Attorney and Delancey. Thaewasalittle
schoolyard there, where we were outthere, on Saturdays. We went to 125" Street, and
we went to Mott Haven. Andtha was, | was kind of, this was awhole thing | was
leaping into; but| felt like God was onmy sideonthisone Because there were jug all
these odd coinddences. Likel knew this African American guy from themeetings And
hewas running a soupkitchen in Mott Haven. And it was right where we were doing the
needle exchange So | wentinto the soupkitchen, and they were havingan AA or an NA
meeting there.

And | would catch shit from the needle exchange's, because they saw the
world split, in terms of Alcoholics Anonynousover here and needle exchangeove here.
And | couldn@® see that, because tha@ not theway | could have survived. So | had to see
thetwo things Like, so | would talk, in AA meetings aboutthefact tha | was doing
needle exchange And tha® actudly how Alan Clear gotstarted N and | just buged
him, but|@e buged him before N

SS: Okay, youQe b



Richard Elovich Interview 42
May 14,2007

RE: N istha heheard me qudifying. Andoneof thetimes| was
qudifying, | was saying, look, thisiswhat | gotto do, because |®n seeing people comein
to the meetings they®@e aready, they have AIDS. And so, and there@ no treatment out
there for them. So we¥e gat to go back outto thestreet; | have to go back outto the
street. Jud the place everyonetold me to stay away from. The people, places and
things We gat to go back out

And| was theornly onewho was opanly in recovery. Wha | didn®know
was tha a couple of uswere actudly active users, who were hidingit. Andoneof those
people overdogsed, and died of an overdose. And it& oneof the more panful thingsl
assodate b

SS: Rod.

RE: No. Brian Well.

SS: Oh, that@right. Yeah.

RE: Because there was this other crew Bbecause it was abit vanguad; the
needle exchangething. So we had anthropologists out there with usN some of them
from NDRI [Narcotic and Drug Research, Inc] N and Joyce Rivera-Beckman had
started off, redlly, in Outreach for NDRI. And shewent into school as an urban
anthropologist. And so shewould see these thingsin thetrees. ThelLatinoswould weave
dollsinto thetrees. Andit was arecognition of children dying and stuff. Andso she
would findthemeaning in it, and he mother was addicted to crack, and her mother was
actudly living in the soupkitchen; which is part of the reason she didn®want me to go
in. And shemanaged to, because of her connectionsand thefact that she had grown up

in thenaghbohood she managed to get usin with the guy who ran the protection on the
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street, which allowed, then, thedealersto comein. Andhebasically said, youguyscan
dothisrightalongsdethe people who are standing in lineto sell.

So each, each thing was a different scene Mott Haven had its scene, and
Joyce really hdped usorganize that. On Saturdays, on 125" Street, it was all the
churches. They were outdoing, if it was spring, they were outdoingtheir little cake
sales; trying to raise money onthestreet. And so there was always a eduction
component to it. Andwe keptthoe sitesrunning. And |1 did it for two years.

And then, after Dinkinscame in Band oneof thefirst thingsDinkinsdid
was he shut down the Health Department program. And then it seemed like, okay, we
have to take this nowto thepolitical end of it. Whereas wha we had been doingis
service, and ACT UP wasn®into providing services unless it was a political action, like
Housng Works forming. | think there were three different kindsof programs tha started
outof ACT UP. Housng Works was one needle exchangewas another; was there, did
Risa[Denenbeg] start aprogram? 1@n trying to think. There were a couple of other
thingslike that, that were political because the services weren®there; the services
weren®bang done So, example was Housng Works started, actudly, outof alawsuit,
right? Suingthecity.

SS. When did thetrial happen?

RE: Okay. Sothetria hgppened, we decided we had to get somethingto
change We had to make it possible tha Minority Task Force and, at tha time, ADAPT
[Assodation for Drug Addiction Prevention and Treatment]; they were thetwo tha were
willingto go. Andtha was kind of courageousof Rondd Johnson, because people be

critical in lots of ways. But hecame outwhen noonein Black Leadership Commission



Richard Elovich Interview 44
May 14,2007

on AIDS was coming out, in terms of needle exchange In fact, they were placing
themselves in theway of needle exchange

So we started making plans And we met with Jill HarrisN sheworked
primarily with usN to actudly, and Deb Levineand, if you can hdp me; what@ Deb®
hus, Mike Spiegd. Mike and Jill; Deb Levine, who didn®really do needle exchange
with us and was dightly outside tha world. | think shewas part of the Bedford Hills
thing. Butthiswas, | think, walking the streets and talking to drug users on the streets
was pretty new. But shegottotally behind setting up this action. Theaction was
completely set up, like any ACT UP demondration. Thiswas completely set up, despite
wha we said in court. | have just announed that |@e perjured myself.

Andwe planned it out Andwe tried to figure out a time when we were
ready to doit; when ACT UP wasrealy behindusto doit. And 10 of uswere goingto b
| can@remember if it was eight or 10 of uswere getting arrested.

And | had been throughthe system enoughto know tha you didn®just
drag someonewho was a person of color; you didn®jug drag a drug user into this kind
of demondration. Because they were, it was goingto cos them alot more than it would
cod us Andtha waswhy we were ableto doit, because very few of the ACT UP
demondrationswere we ever putthroughthesystem. Mog of thetime, it was maybe six
hours; something like tha. But also, tha was abou numbers. Now it was going to be
eightor 10 of usgdting arrested. And so therewas areal issue aboutbeng putthrough
the system.

And Jon was very street, from New Haven. And so Jonwas like, he(d say

to the guyshe@ recruit. Then again, if 1@n usng two metaphors, hewas a Pied Piper
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with alot of theguysonthestreet. Andhesaid to them; thisiswha yougotto do. You
gotto dothiswith us yougotto doit openly with us and you gotto get arrested.

And| remember Jonand| practically came to blows on the street, because
| was saying, noinformed consnt here. These guysdon®undestand wha they®e
gettinginto. Andif they gothroughthe system, they®e goingto get sick. Andthey®e
going to gothrougha different system than we go through. And this was stuff | had
learned from ACT UP, which was the different cog it was goingto befor a person of
color going throughthe system than necessarily awhite person, or a white middle class
person. AndJonwas jug someonewho was real subbomn. Andhewas jug pusing
ahead.

Andthisiswhere, it was largdy over thetrial, over thearrest and thetrial,
tha wereally madea split with John. Plus Johnwanted to plantflags Andasfar ashe
saw it, ACT UP was suppoting his action. Which had realy become, mosly unde
Rod®@watch, had really become a service piece. | didn®dotha; tha was really Rod and
thefolks who would go to Heidi and Rod®@ apartment every Friday night Infact, | was
thelazy one | wanted to do something with my Friday night | knew we were going to
get up early in themorning on Saturdays. And outof my laziness N and maybe out of
being an addict N | was like, why are we making bleach kits? Why can®people just do
this themselves?

So we gotthisidea of having seven pals, plastic pails that we would
carry. Andjud theway we had theinfectiouswaste container on thestreet; we jus
spread the palsout Andonehad condons, onehad cooke's, onehad thebottles. And

we@ give people thar own bag, andthey would make it. Andit was agreat intervention,
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because now, they didn®jug grab the nedle or abag and jug leave us butconvesations
started happening.

And| saw something, especially throughRod, watchingit. Which was a
great lesson for methat | have been ableto usein lots of other counties. Which istha
needle exchangeneedn®be a minimalist thing. 1t@ right as aminimalist thing. Meaning,
jugt giving theneedle out is enough Dayenu. 1t@ enoughif people bringthdr dirty
needles back, or thar used needles back. But, you can build al these thingsaroundit.

And| saw this, tha Rod was capable of something that noneof uscould
do. Which is, Rodwas this 20- or 21-year-old. And these women on thestreet adored
him. They adored him for being there; for being as cute as hewas; for beng such a, he
was jug such aloving person. And so when we hit the street, we@ all be greeted; but
Rod wasredly greeted by people. They loved thefact tha hewas outthere. Andtha he
learned people@ names. They knew him. Andtha, that@® wha madeit maximalist thing
going on, was tha there were so many, hewas doing case management. Rod would start
referring people into services out of it, withoutusconceptudizingit astha. We started
pantingthe needles. WeQ@ pant a stripe, and tha was Ernie Drucker@ ides; that we
could actudly track how many of our needles were getting returned. So we had green for
one like green for the South Bronx; red, and we@ pant the nesdles. Andit was like that
modd pant color. [t too much my generation; painting modd cars.

So we had alot goingon. Andwe started seconday exchange where
people would make thar own markingswith masking tape, and they were dang

seconday distribution.
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And noneof this stuff had been written aboutyet. Noneof this stuff had
been codified. Andit wasjug emerging fromthis great team spirit tha was hgppening.

And agan, therewas acrew of usfrom ACT UP. Buttheewasaso a
crew of people whowere anthropologists fromNDRI. There was this great Greek guy
who was a contemporary of PhilippeBourgois, who did In Search of Respect. Tha did
this great study of youngcrack dedlers in the South Bronx; basically saying they®e like
everybodyelse; they want the American Dream. Andtheonly way they cangetintoitis
throughdealing crack. But they®e trying to get respect; they®e trying to get a piece of
thepie.

So there was a whole scene of anthropologists tha added another layer to
wha we were upto, because they were really into the street, and they were into the street
seeing it as this cultural scenetha they wanted to suppot; butthey didn®wantto do
something tha would disruptit. Andtha@ howwe could doit in away that it wasn®
like this public health intervention; these people coming in froman alien thing. Andthey
taughtusalittle bit of ethnogaphy of therules of the street. Different rules of the street
than therules of thestreet | knew asadruguser. It was dightly different. You@ethere
asahdper. Butyou®ethere asan obrver. You@e notthere to changethescene And
SO we were very responsve to wha was hgppening on the scene

| made, | had gotten a grant, an art grant, from Creative Time. And| was
starting to get tired of theart scene And pat of it was getting tired of, the NEA stuff
started happening. Andwe couldn®really organize theartists. And| described it, and
later it gat described in terms of theart museums. Asit was like herding cats. Because

thewhole performance art scenewas so individudigtic, tha people were so afraid of
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response to the NEA thing was, was piss poor. And it was agooddisillusoning
experience for me. Because | jud started throwing much more, at a certain paint, |
stoppeal doing that stuff. Andeven peoplel really admired, like David Wojnarowicz;
David would focus on his victimhood,and he didn® get the fact that hewas part of a
larger struggle. Or | forget; it was Artists Space. It was jug condantly seen in theway
art@® seen, as thisindividudistic thing. And | was learning this whole different
expeience from ACT UP. AndI gravitated towardsit. And| wasrunning adance
workshopplace. Andincreasingly, that dance workshop space became afrontfor needle
exchangeand b

SS: What wasthat? Movement Research?

RE: Tha was Movement Research. And| eventudly gotinto trouble,
because | turned over an issue. We had, 1@ started building up the calenda into a
newsdetter, and then people writing articles. Andthen TomKalin, | was pat of Gran
Fury, and TomKalin did an issuecaled Band | just said, you can dowhaever you want.
And hedid this thing called GGende Disarray.O And there was, the centerfold was a
phobgraph of awoman® pussy. Andwe knowwhose pussy it was. And it was basicaly
making an intervention of saying, tha thisis, an erotic playgroundthat then, the
government seizes control of, and Band tha waswaved on thefloor of Congress, or the
Senate; it was Jesse Helmswho did it, so it was the Senae. And everyonefreaked outon
us Phillip Morris, who had been really suppotive of me. It waslike, why did you put

our name onthis.
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It had Jennifer Miller, an interview with her, and Jennifer@ got abeard in
it. It wasredly aboutand Tomwas brilliant at articulating those things and recruiting
people to paticipaeinit. Andwe, theNEA started suing usto get ther money back.
And all this stuff was beginning to hgppen, with Ryan White. And| was ACT UPG
representative on Ryan White at the same time that 1@n in court during theday onthe
needle exchangetrial.

Andwe wentinfrontof ajudge Wewentinfrontof b

SS. Canyou say what the action was exactly?

RE: Okay. Theactionwastha we bwe announed, throughACT UP
press N | forget wha our committee was called DMedia Committee?

SS: Um hm.

RE: We basically announed; wha we had been doing undeground we
nowN althoughit was open onthestreet N we announed tha we were goingto doiit
openly. So we were chdlengingthepdice. We wanted the police to see usthere. We
picked thelocation where mog, would be mog likely for them to findusb

SS: What wasit?

RE: Delancey. And Gregg gat involved with me, so he became oneof the
group. And| think hewas the only openly HIV-podtive pesononit. Andinacertain
sense, each oneof ushad asymbolic value | wastheformer addict; and | went pro se, so
tha an addict is actudly speaking for mysdlf, although, Jill was guiding me, butb

So wha we did was we jugt the needles openly. Andwe had to tart that up
abit, because we didn®want to putany real druguser at risk. So we wanted, we gota ot

of mediaoutthere, and there was alot of ACT UPN wha wasit, Dyke TV?
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SS. DIVA TV?

RE: Yeah, DIVA TV wasoutthee. Andwe got, basicaly we were jus
mobbel by themedia. Andthepolice had to come. It was basically, theclassic
demondration thing istha, youopen up apublic s, you open up a space within the
public space, and it hasto hagppen.

So, 1Gn forgetting now whether BI know it was an eightand aten. But|
think 10 of usended up goingto trial.

SS. What wasthe charge?

RE: Thechargewasillegd posession of drug paaphandia. Tha was
theprindpd change We might have gotten disturbing the peace or something like that,
butb

SS: Did you gofor jury trial, or wasit ajudge?

RE: Wha we first went for was the Clayton Motion. And we had aready
had a precedent, because, wha was it, seven of usgot arrested at the Stock Exchange for
disrupting the Stock Exchangeso tha no onecould hear the bdl, and the Stock Exchange
was ddayed, | think, for ahdf an hour. Andwhenwe wentinfrontof ajudge ourACT
UP lawyer offered the Clayton Motion. Andthe Clayton Motion essentidly is, the
medical necessity; tha this shouldn®even beacase. Butit® basically themedical
necessity defense; tha you@e doing something, you®e breaking the law, but you@e really
not harming the community as such, because you@e doing a greater good And we just
managed to ge areally cool judgebBrung Bwho was with usfrom thebeginning. And

hebasically said, the Stock Exchangedoes not congitute acommunity. Andwha we
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were doing was lifesaving; the AZT, lowering theprice. So we gotoff. It was
dismissed, on the Clayton Motion.

So Mike Spiegd, Deb and Jill N and Rod was doing a lot of thework N
Rod would jus, threw himself into every aspect of managing these things Andtha@
wha | haveto say is, okay, | came upwith ideas and stuff, and | did things But Rod was
really the onewho aways carried thewater. Andthen the other person who we thoudht
was carrying thewater got usinto big trouble, because we had to go to thefloor of ACT
UP, and announe tha N | think it was $30000Q

SS: We interviewed him, and hetook responsibility for all of that.

RE: He did.

SS: Yeah.

RE: Okay. | didn®know, and | didn®want to.

SS: Yeah.

RE: And it tore the needle exchangeteam up. And, because there were
people who were jug, they didn® see race; they just saw this guy did something really
foul, and we want to kill him. Andb

SS: And you think hewasa drug addict; that@why hetodk the
money?

RE: | think hewas probably doing coke There was alot of drug addicts
with us But | think hewas doing coke. But | dor®know; hecould have been a
compulsive debtor. | don®knowwhat it was. But hewas such anice guy. Andhewas
s0, hewas such a great patne for meinit. Noneof ussaw it coming, noonesaw it

coming. And then Rod started raising thered flag when we couldn®do an accouning.



Tapelll
00:40:00

Richard Elovich Interview 52
May 14,2007

And | remember realizing we had to take this proactive, and actudly goto thefloor and
announeit. And my thingwith Rodwas, | was, with Dan N 1@l jus say it N with Dan
was to get him to come to thefloor with me. Because | thoughtif we didn®do that, it
was goingto tear ACT UP apart, dongracelines. Andit still did. Even with him
coming out and acknowledgingit.

SS: What happened? What wasthereaction?

RE: It was the beginning of thetime of fissures, anyway, in ACT UP;
where suddenly, ACT UP was taking on more and more thingstha were nolonge
exclugve to thegay community. Andthere were lots of divisionstha were emerging.
Which, now, having studied group dynamics, was inevitable to happen; is, every group
forms, and at a certain point, you get groupswithin groups But the wha wasthe
committee called? | want to say it@ called the Majority Caucus

SS: Majority Action?

RE: Yes, it was Mgjority Action. They wereredly getting it together.
They had existed for alongtime. But they were redlly gettingit togeher. And| actualy
think thiswas, in a certain sense, duringthat timewhen it was strongest. Andit was also
alot of identity politics. So | remember Rod® heart being broken, because hewas in
lovewith this Latino guy, and they were having arelationship. Andat a certain point, the
Latino guy said, | can®bein arelationship with you. So there were some real shadow
patsto this, of the dumbest forms of identity politics. Andin acertain way, tha® what
hgopened. Butl also say, it hgppened in needle exchange too; tha | wondeed what it
would belike if awhite guy had donethis.

JW: We haveto changetape.
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SS: Okay.

SS. Let me ask you focus questions.

RE: Okay.

SS: Just back tothetrial. Soyouwereb

RE: Do you need anything else onthe arrest?

SS: But, no.

RE: Okay.

SS: Soyou said first youtried B

RE: TheClayton Motion.

SS: Right. And that did not work?

RE: And these guysdid incredible preparation. Because tha took
affidavits. It was, it was, several inchesthink, the Clayton Motion. Andwe knew it was
agoodthingto doanyway, because it was preparing for ourtrial. And out of these
affidavits would bethe people who would be our witnesses. So we had Don Des Jarlais
as aresearcher, making the case, why, and tha the President@ Commission had actudly
said thefirst line of defense is needle exchange

Because wha you have to prove first in the Clayton Motion, and then,
certainly, throughamedical necessity defense, is, even if it@irrationd; even if you, the
evidence doesn®suppot you: if youtotally bdieve that wha youlre doneisfor the
greater good,you can get off on medical necessity.

And thefamousexample of it is John Snow, with a cholera epidemic in
L ondon,when hefigured out it was coming from the Thames. And he@ started taking

the purmp handles off thepumps And hewas arrested by B
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SS: What wasthe grounds on which it wasdenied? The Clayton b

RE: It was denied, nowit was, it was JudgeL aura Drager. AndLaura
Drager was thejudgefor the Steve Joseph trial. And | had been the suppot for that trial.
So, and | was fairly new to ACT UP at that point. And again, it® years later, you can
kind of look at things

Theewas arationd argument agang Steve Joseph, in terms of the
miscouning, in terms of hisarrogance. Butit tookavery, very peasond tone inthe
same way as tha, when tha guy crumbled thewafer in thechurch. Tha wasn®supposd
to hgppen. Tha@when it dipsover theedge Kramer, aways dipping over the edge
into hisragein itself isjudified; that that@ wha wede about, is rage

So tha trial madethingsdifficult forus And| watched it. Someoneas
brilliant as Mark Harrington. When Steve Joseph was on the stand, in that first trial;
Mark would doreally provoativethings Like you®e takingaguywho@trainedin
epidemiology, and youQe saying, can youtell me how many finge's 1®n holding up?

Andinaway N and1@®n goingto, | know, at therisk of psychologizing
this; it was a bund of gay men who B Steve Joseph embodied straight male indifference.
For alot of these guys hewas thdr father® age? And an enormousamountof rage came
out AndLauraDrage was enraged that we were fucking up her coutroom And maybe
we would have actudly donebetter at tha trial if we hadn®donetha.

SS: Okay.

RE: So b

SS: So what wasthe next step?
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RE: Now we have another rehearsal of it. And,in two senses: onewas
that we had to do thisin front of Laura Drager Dand she certainly wasn®giving usthe
benefit of thedoubtN so, Clayton Motion, out And then we had the choice of a, we
didn®have the choice of ajury tria, because it was amisdemeanor. And| think with a
misdemeanor, it@ generally, thejudgemakes the decision from thebench and you don®
have theoption. Maybewe did have the option; 1 don®think we did. Because| think we
would have gonefor ajury if we had.

Andthen |, therewas a paallel thing tha was happening, which was | was
serving, agan, representing ACT UP, on this advisory committee to the CDC. And
Josephwas onthis. Andoneof thetimes we went down to Atlanta, there was aredly
bad hurricanetha was hgppeningin New York. And we couldn®take off from Atlanta.
So | ended up spending aboutthree hous with Steve Joseph at theairport in Atlanta,
with, also, Don Des Jarlais. And somehow, we kind of made peace. Andjug around
strategy. And | never said, you®eright But hewas able to vent his rage with me about
the attacks on his home; the stalking, with thered hand; tha went way beyond seeing him
as someonewho occupies an office to, agan, jug aunmntrolled rage So hewas able to
kind of get that off. And | was able to get him to agree, by theend of it, to beawitness
onour behdf.

Andtha wasreally important. Because, tha wasimportant for Laura
Drager to see; tha Steve Joseph was willing to testify now, on our behdf; and tha none
of those crew were amongg theones. Because hejug wanted to see them perpeudly,
misdemeanor or no, for what they did, he wanted to see them doing hard time. He was

an angry guy. Andhewas an arrogant guy.
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So | think there were two thingswe were contending with tha were
amazing N New York isasmall town N tha we ended up having the same crimina
court judge and that we®e with Steve Joseph now, except the situaion is different. And
hebasically laid outthe case. We had, Jill and Mike Spiegd were brilliant at how they
handled it. Andthey basically, like aplay, they figured outwhat everyond3 role was
goingto be And Steve Jossph@role wasto tell the history of medical necessity defense.
And heused the story of JohnSnow in Londonand the cholerathing. Andthen, running,
trespassing your néghboi@ yard and steding their water, in order to putanother
neéghbod hous, thefire, out Andwe had each of these expeatstell thar part of the
story tha contributed to wha was a pretty persuasive case.

Andit took, | think, ayear for Drager to make, after thetrial, for Drager to
make her decision. And meanwhile, it wasin the context of awhole bund of things
happening, was [John C.] Daniels, who was the mayor, African American mayor of New
Haven, when faced with some of the evidence, hewent ahead and had the City of New
Haven back the needle exchangeprogram. Which in turn impressed Dinkins And Ruth
Messinge; it was pure politics; Ruth Messinge was aboutto come outin suppot of
needle exchange and Dinkins didn®want to be benind her. So his pdlitical people were
telling him, get out in frontof this. Andadeal was cut, in acertain way, tha al hehad to
do was take his objection to it away, and hewouldn®have to putacentinit. Because all
of hisdrugtreatment dots got cut. There were supposd to be 1100drug treatment dots
for pregnant, drug-dependent women; and that whole thing got cut in, in those daysO

budge crises. So hehad nathing to show; he had nothing to show in terms of what he
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was doing aboutthe drug probdem. Andtha wastheargument, largdy, of the Black
Leadership Commissionon AIDS.

So Dinkinsbasically said, 1®n going to do this; but| need suppot. And
Tim Sweeney and | had to goup to Black Leadership Commission on AIDS and make
theargument. And Debra Fraser-Howe ddiberately, madeit two gay white men. And
shedidn®knowtha | was adrug user, and tha | knew Bwe went to Phase: Piggy Back.
And tha@ where, it@ an Islamic groupof black men who puttogether a drug treatment
program. Andthey had been agang needle exchange And |®n meeting this guy for the
first time. Andwe sort of recognized each other. Andthen | started the meeting, when
we were going around saying, and it was the Black Leadership Commissonon AIDS
people; it was in Debra@ office. Andit was a scary meeting. Because it was jus so clear
tha, this could go down so badly. We knew tha Debra had also gotten ingructions kind
of, get the Black L eadership Commission onboad. And our only ally there was Ron
Johnon.

But thisguy N | think his namewas Assad N and hewas wearing Islamic
cap. Andl said, IGn aformer druguser, in recovery. And helooked at me, and hesaid,
|®n aformer druguser inrecovery. Andadialogjug started with us and no oneelse
was talking. It basically was aboutus And at theend of it, hesaid, | can®suppott
needle exchange But | will goto Dinkinsg® BlueRoom, and | will say tha we shouldn®
stand in theway of this, because it@ saving lives.

Agan, jug theargument; whothefudk are we, as people in recovery N
and if youbdieve in theday-at-a-time; tha, relapseislikely N who are we to deny

another drug user the meansof survival?
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Andit was ontho= lines tha Phase: Piggy Back got behindus Andwe
all stoodbehind Dinkins And Dinkinsreversed his postion. Andasaresult of tha Bso
tha was hgppening. Threething-, four thingshappened at the same time. Daniels and
then Ed Kaplan@® research showing the efficacy of needle exchange Thework Don Des
Jarlais had doneat the President Commission on AIDS, where they were, they issued a
thing on theinterlocking epidemics of subgance use and HIV, said you can®pul these
two thingsapart, and needle availability isthefirst [ineof defense. The ALIVE [AIDS
Link to IntravenousExperience] study hgppened out in JohnsHopking tha showed tha,
it was jud following a cohott of IDUs, a hugecohort of IDUsin Baltimore. Andthey
were able to pick outagroupof IDUswho either themselves were diabetic, or had a
family member who were diabetic. And everything else remained condant; nothing else
distinguished this cohott from therest of thedrug users, except tha they had access to
syringes, to thediabetic syringes tha everyonewas usngonthestreet. Andthey had a
dramatically lower rate of HIV prevalence.

So that came out  ThePresident@ AlDS Commission came out, and that
was on Bush@watch, thefirst Bush@watch. So you now had thegovernment with, one
agency saying onething, oneagency, or commission, saying another. Andthen
Messinge actudly came outto thestreet. Andit was like, shewas aformer school
princpd, andit was redlly like having aformer school prindpd come out Andshewas
watching everything. Butshesaw N and it wasn®jug seeing the needle exchangeN
she saw wha was hgppening between people. And shegotit. Because her health advisor
was agang it; was this very progressive woman, white woman, white Jewish woman,

who saw needle exchangeas somehow racist.
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SS: Okay.

RE: | won®name her name. But so shewas stopping Ruth from going
ahead.

So awhole bund of thingshgppened. Nick Rango, wholater died of
AIDS, wasthehead of the AIDS Inditute. Andhejud gotthis; by logic of science and
medicing hegat it. He, a some AIDS conference, met with al the English people. |
was going on atour, performing, with Gay Sweatshop,in England, and | jus used tha
trip as an excuse to govisit theneedle exchangeprograms. And| was able to see, okay;
here® how it can actudly happen, where you get, inditutionsto doit. Freestanding but
still in proximity to a healthcare provider. AndinLondon,it was nurses who were
running them. So that added awhole great piece to it.

So all these thingscame together. Andit really was critical mass.

Andthen thefind thingwas tha Mathilde Krim said shewould pay for it.
And so there was a meeting up at her apartment with all these different AIDS
founddions Andthey all agreed tha they would suppot us And we had the NGOs
come, like Yolanda Ron. So they figured outaway it would bepad for. AIDS Inditute
figured outthey would get theregulationschanged. Thelaw wouldn®be changed, but
they@ declare a state of emergency in New Y ork State.

Andthisiswherel flipped roles, is| stoppeal doing needle exchangeon
thestreet; and | jumped into theadvocacy role, in terms of, okay, how do we get this so
that the people who do provide services can actudly doit. Andtha@ when, tha,
togdaher with the Ryan White thing, iswhen | went to GMHC and said, you guysare

doing {LOUD PLANE NOISE} D
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| wentto GMHC and said, you guysare doing nothing on drug policy.
Andyouneed to. And | can®work behind any longer a dance organization paying my
salary to do drug policy. Andso Tim Sweeney and David Hansell N and David Barr
heped me writeit, because | had never doneanything like thisN we wrote up a proposil
and they hired me as a conaultant to take GMHCGQ resources and putit behind hdping to
putthistogdaher and actudly get it moved, and get the state funding and the private
funding.

SS: So what wasLaura Drage @ decision?

RE: Her decision was, medical necessity was proven.

SS: Okay.

RE: Andit really was, thething that was great wasthat it existed
informally at Judon Memorial Church. There was, both the Reverend Moody b

SS: Howard Moody.

RE: DHoward Moodyand this really wondeful woman N [Arlend
Carmen Dshedied in theearly @0s But shehad set up a great program with sex
workers. Somehow he heart was there, and shedid all sorts of thingsoutof Judon
Memoria Church for sex workers. So shegotthewhole AIDS piece. And Edith
Springe, who wasn®daing needle exchangebutwas this great harm redudion activist;
Edith would come to this meeting. Andit jus became this great collection of people. So
tha when we were ready to dothecivil disobedience, we had Don Des Jarlaisin the
Judson Memoria Church, next to this person, thisperson. So we had our team.

Andagan, to me, it was like, it was school, for me, in community

organizing, that 1&e been able to use elsewhere; of how something starts off, where
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you®@e way ahead of everybodyelse, and you got nobody,really, behind you; and how
tha hgppened. Andagain, | lay alot of it with Rod Sorge

SS: Yeah. Solet@talk about Rod. But hewasa user.

RE: Well, | didn®knowthat at thetime.

SS: Okay.

RE: And there@ two thingstha really haunt me aboutit was that here we
are suppoting drug users; and trying to do this with a harm redudion approach; and yet,
there were two amongustha couldn®trus usto say tha they were usng heroin. And
there@® something aboutthat that, it@ notjust hypacrisy N because | Qe seen it happen
elsewhere; YolandaSerrano died of AIDS. Andthere was al this courage amonggd the
women sheorganized N mostly sex workers and women who were usng crack N to
come outandtell thar stories. But Yolanda who was suppoting her whole family, and
had, hdf of her family was serving as workersin the correctiond facility; and he mother
was a cook or server in theschool system in BrooKkyn; Yolandawas afraid. And shewas
afraid of tellinganyone | think | and Mathilde Krim were, at that time, theonly ones
whoknew N and Nick RangoN were theonly oneswho knew. Because shewas paying
outof cash. Shewas afraid of her insurance knowing. Shewas afraid, asawoman
running an organization that it would be taken away from her.

SS: Now did you know that Rod wasusing, before hedied? Or did
you find out after hedied?

RE: No, | knew. | knew be-, well before hedied, | knew.

SS: And did you ever talk to him about it?
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RE: Yeah. We met at a harm redudion conference in Oakland. Andhe
had, | think hehad aterrible outbreak of shingles. Andheand| gotreconaled. Because
there had been abreak. And it hgppened between me and Brian Weil. And the Dan piece
was part of that. | made, | used my art grant to work with Gregg Bordowitz, in terms of
making a videotape on needle exchange And Brian saw this as self-aggrandizement and
was accudng me of sort of self-aggrandizement by doing this. And our reasoning was,
both the GMHC and ACT UP tradition, that Jean Carlomugo and Gregg were daing; but
also thefact tha there were all these joumdists. It wasin theTimesall thetime. There
were al thesejoumdists, TV journdists, who wanted to come outon the street with us
Andwe could have them coming out So for us it was B footage so they could do
whatever ther frontstory is; and here@ thefootage for it. Butit started to become a
regular tendon between thetwo of us And| pulled myself out and said, |®n notgoing
to bring this ten-.

And again, thisiswhere, also, some of therecovery stuff worked for me,
that | always got, in ACT UP, was the prindples before persondities. Don®get onthe
groundwith somebody. Isget bigge. Because tha was, in alot of ways, our biggest
chdlengein ACT UP, alot of times; was, going persond. And Larry Kramer wasthe
modd forit. Andhespavned awhole crew of people, like Joe Franco, who were
innaely conservative. Butthey thought jus because of antibodies in ther blood they
suddenly became political. And | was actudly in aconvesation with someoneaboutthat
bJdulie, from CHAMP.

SS: Oh, Julie Davids, yeah.



TapelV
00:25:00

Richard Elovich Interview 63
May 14,2007

RE: Julie Davids. Because shewastrying, shewanted to respondto Larry
aboutsomething. And | said, it@ the prince and the paupe story; is tha somehow, he
went outside the pdace, and sex with men outsidethe pdace. Andthen hetriesto come
back into the pdace, and they wonQ let himin. So, and he@ asserting his privilege
Don®you know |@n theprince? Don® you know |@n the prince?

And there was tha kind of, what | thoughtwas conservativism running
throughACT UP, which was people whofelt tha ther ange was judification enough.
And they attacked collectivity. They, they really wereis, | bdonginit. AndJoeFranco
did it. 1t@ bad to speak of the dead badly, butD

SS: But there are so many dead that you can® D

RE: He did, hedid somereally destructive things He went on oneof our
earlier meetingswith the planning coundl. And Y olandawas there, and DMigudina
Madonalo, from HAF, from Hispanic AIDS Forum, was there. And he accused these
two Latinowomen N nowthis is this Chicano guy who doesn®even speak Spanish N
he accused those women of saying, you need to wear knee pads He was basically
accusng them of giving, theequivalent of giving blow jobsto thepoliticians And it was
just this redlly, really destructive shit tha was going on. |Qe goneoff on atangent,
Sarah.

SS: Well, let meas you this, then: What isthe state of needle
exchangetoday?

RE: Okay. So needle exchange so wha hgppened was, with the suppott
of, theway theregulationsgot changed was tha AIDS Inditute acted as theintermediary;

and organizationswould have to apply to the AIDS Inditute for thar waiver. Butit was
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Alma Canddes doing it, and awhole set of very sympathetic folks, who had, tha® who
they worked with; they worked with drug users, so they undestoodharm redudionup
and down. So they enabled thefirst five programsto goforward. And so it was the
moment when alot of, even the seconday needle exchangebecame a program. ADAPT
took over the Brooklyn programs. The Lower East Side Needle Exchangebecame B
which isreally aninternaiond modd, at this point, because of so many thingsthey built
aroundthe exchange And| can say tha because |®n not going to the board meeting 1n
suppogd to go to tonight, right now.

So thefirst thing was, they were able to do needle exchange Andtha
went on for abund of years, and it kept expanding, and | think it got as high as maybe
nineor 10 programs, someoneelse may be able to give a more accurate counton th.

But any of these thingsbecome indudries. Tha waswha | was
confronted with at GMHC. The use acondomevery time; istha BDHIV prevention
should never beaservice; it should be something tha@® always questioning itself, and
adapting, because the epidemic is always moving. And so, in theearly ®0s we had to
realy throw a question into, why are we saying condons are sexy? Why are we saying,
use acondomevery time? Why are we telling people to have messages? And especialy
youngpeople, young theHouse scene thebdl scene if they al can diffuse this message
of | know aboutAIDS; condons protect me fromAIDS; | use acondomevery time. And
it@ basically teaching people a Catholic catechism. Sure, yourecite it; but that@ not
what you®e doing.

SS: Right.
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RE: So thefirst thing tha really happened was we saw a big shift when,
research came out N and we actudly gotfour federal agendesbehindit N tha said,
bleach doesn®redlly work. And wha would take bleach to work would basically be
impracticeable onthe street. Andagan, asbengaformer injector, | knew tha the
diabetic syringeislike aBic pen; you take apat the Bic pen; it never quite works agan.
1t@& cheap. So youtaketheplunge out. You separate the syringefromthenesdle. And
you putit in acorrosve, like bleach, for 10 minutes, and it soeks. 1t@& never goingto fit,
it@ never goingto have thedidethat it should have.

Andtheother thingistha drug users watch the print, thecalibrationson
theside Because even with water, it gets, it fades. Andso drugusersN 1 did N you
want the newest needle so tha it can go like aknife into butter. And so it madeno
practiceable sense. But nowtherewasthisindugry N the bleach kit indugry N and
there were all these programs tha, | forget what the state subgance abuse agency; Bleach
& Teach. Andwhen we putaforum togeher, we putacommunity forum togeher to say
what theimplicationsN and | even got Steve Jones from the CDC to come up; and
Catherine Woodad, whowas ajoumdist at thetime; she@ the onewho brokethestory
N tha really, needle exchangeisthefrontline Andthey were againg us They were
saying we(¥e taughteveryoneto do this, weQe taughtthe, and they wouldn® shift tricks.

And arguably, | saw, | wasinvited by Ruth Finkdstein into this gathering
of theneedle exchangeprograms. And it wasreally weird to see tha theneedle
exchangeprograms, in away, were now in theway. Because they thought it hasto
happen like this. Andthetruthistha interventions are always going to becodly.

Because it basically meansthere has to be someone there has to be someoneon this end
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doingit. It meansit always limits. So that@ why you need seconday exchangeto
haopen. Youneed wha Sam Friedman calls intravention, where the community startsto
gd it themselves, and thedrug users themselves do an intravention. They, in the same
way that they do harm redudion aroundbad drugsor anew drug, or they doit around
overdoses; they don®want to die. So they start taking control of it themselves. Wha(
themog obviousthing, is phamacy-based exchange

So tha was thenext logical thing to hgppen. Andagan, the AIDS
Inditute was unlike any government agency. Because, first Nick Rango,andthen Alma
Canddes N and even Dennis Whédan; he@ now high up; because now Spitzer@in; he®
highupin the Health Department N and they behave like no other health department.
And part of it was setting up the AIDS Inditute to cut throughred tape But they have
guided it. AndtheyQre actudly, at this point, | would say they®e ahead of the needle
exchangeprograms. Because they were saying, it@ not that we want to cut funding.

K eep those programs going. But let@ get, in every phamacy we can, let@ get neadles
available. Because one tha happens then yourealy addresstha ALIVE study:tha, if
drug users dond have to go througha program, butthey can get it as part of jug, getting
their equipment; then you@e going to have much more of an epidemiological impact.

So tha@ whereit is now, isthere® phamacy-based needle exchange and
there are these programs. And thebest of theprograms are programs like Lower East
Side like Postive Health Project, where theyQre built aroundneedle exchangeservices
geared to active drug users, health services. So Positive Health Project isafull health-
service organization, organized by drug users for drug users. Lower East Side pretty

similar. Great drop-in program. Tha@why | went back ontheboad there. Part of it
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to get my roots back in New York. Butit@like | foundmyself doingthiswork in Central
Asa

And| knowtha ACT UP N for alot of us, especially those of uswho
really threw our livesinto it N it changed the course of ourlives. For some, that meant
death. Butfor, | think, awhole bund of us | stoppeal making art. Because | thought
|®n going to take seven thousand dollars and make two weekendsof performance? t@
like thereverse pyramid. All these resources going to an audience, maybe, of 500
people, at mog. Andl saw wha you can doin public hedlth; | saw wha you can do
through activism, of how many people you can reach. Andit was like, take the same
skills. Because people say to me, oh, so what hgppened to your art skills? And it& like,
|®n atrainer; 10n still performing. 1@n usng al those things 1@n still using. 1t&jus not
within thegdlery space, it@ nat within the performance space.

So now | work in countieswhere, and al theformer Soviet counties are
counties with injection-driven HIV epidemics, because themog efficient way N it(3
like if yougoto ahogital emergency room are they going to waste time putting pillsin
your mouth? No, they hookyouupto IV, because it@ themog efficient way. Tha®
why it@ also themog efficient way of, someonegetting infected with HIV.

So even thoughthe epidemics arerelatively small in the FSU countries,
former Soviet counties, they®e thefastest-growing. So needle exchangeisreally
important there. And they®e till, it@ a Soviet mentality, so they®e geared towardsthe
govenment controllingit, and it beang more aboutcouning, and it beng more about
surveillance than it is aboutthe outreach workers. They expect people, they call them

punk daweria. Whichistrug points. And they®e anything buttrus points.
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So it was like going back out, and outreach, and making sure there could
besuppot for them. So | feel like 1@n still doingthat stuff. 1t was alongway around
Because | was doing stuff inthegay community for about 10 years, and it was very ironic
tha | ended up as Director of HIV Prevention at GMHC, when, it was when | was doing
abendit for theFDA action, and | was doing O\ Man CannotJump Over His Own
Shadow.O And | decided, I®n going to come out Because at that point, | hadn®tested
yet. Andl thought we were learning how many people were gay throughther
obituaries. Tha@thetruth of it, istha, you@ see aman in histwenties, thirties, forties;
dying of tuberculoss, or dying of pneumonia, or dying of KS. And everyoneknew;
okay, he@gay. And| jus thought | don®want people to learn |n gay throughmy
obituay. Andso it wasin LaMamawhere, | came out Andit wasthesuppot of ACT
UP, and it was the suppot of Daniel.

Soin away, tha@®@where, | did take onagay identity; | did become
attached to the community. And that wouldn®have hagppened without ACT UP.

So both interms of thework | doband | was adropout | baely
graduaed from high school. And so, it was still aactivism of going back to school and
going to, a, whaddyecallit, University WithoutWadls, state system, down onVarick
Street B

SS: Oh, Empire State College?

RE: Dof getingmy B.A. Yeah, Empire State College

SS: That@wherel went, too. Yeah.

RE: And gettingmy B.A. And then, getting a Revson, and going to

Columbia, andrealizing, | could dothis, | can goto school. And part of it was my
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frugration at GMHC, with thefact tha we had nomaps Because researchers weren®
asking the questionswe as providers needed to ask. They were asking thar own set of
questions And someonewho® been amentor for me, and a historic figure, Gary
Dowsett, in thegay community in Augralia; | said to him, why should | gofor aPh.D.?
And hesaid, because you have permission to say thingsin the public space with a Ph.D.
that youwon®be heard saying if you dor® have it. Andtha@ wha drove me towards
research, is, okay; |@egotthelicense. And| can make tha available. Soit waslike
doing quditative research.

And agan, ironically, making atum, is that 1®n known as the drug person.
Tha@ always been this weird split; and also because there® alot of homophobain alot
of the communities where drug use is common. So | would pass. | wasn®in the closet,
and anyonewho knew me well, knew Daniel, and anyonewho knew mereally well knew
| was working at GMHC, in charge of, HIV prevention. But tha wasironic. It was
ironic tha | end up becoming Director of Prevention. And tha was when it switched,
andit wasreally anew wave. Andit wasn@®, that whole congruction of Larry Kramer
and | forget theother dodor Dhe@ a psychiatrist N Larry B

SS: Mass?

RE: Larry Mass. All of these guys saying, Gay men are failing Gay
men are failing; they®@e relapsing! Andthegay pressfeeding into thisidea. Relapsng?
These kids first of al, they never had it! Andthey@e livingin a different epidemic than
we werelivingin. It was alot easier for usto puton a condom because we®e seeing our
friends It wasliketheworst Day of theDead. Of seeing someonewho you were

totally attracted to, and you suddenly see tha person, with tha wasting disease tha was
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so common, in thelate @0sand @0s And so, it isa different epidemic. Andit@ nat just
different epidemics, like San Juan and New Y ork, or amongg drug users or anongg
women. But even thegenerationsof gay men, it@ a different epidemic.

So | suddenly foundmyself working with younggay men. And they®e
dedling with theissues that | couldn® | didn® have the capacity of dedling with, nor did |
have the suppot nework to deal with.

So it was akind of, ironic placeto end up. Andanunber of usrealized,
who are older, tha we were giving, creating these retreats for these younggay men,
paticularly the Latino men who were immigrants, throughProyecto PAPI, out in
Queens were immigrants from Latin Americanscounties; where they cameto New
Y ork to be something they couldn® bein theworld they came from. Andthey were
willing to go ddiver sandwiches, even though hewastrained as adodor or alawyer,
because hewanted to live asagay man. Or thekidscoming up in Harlem and the Bronx,
in theHouse scene  Or youngwhite kids, coming into a sexudity where, it suddenly is,
it@ become nomialized, and we have gay people wagging thar finge's: Oh, you should

protect yourself againg gonarhes; use acondomevery time. Andit@3 like, wait a

minute.

RE: 1@n jugt going to keep talking till you guysrun out of tape, so you
better stop me.

SS: Well, thisisthelag question.

RE: Okay, but you know that doesn®mean anything, Sarah. Wha does
that mean?

SS: You might be onrecord with thelongest interview B
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RE: 1@ besitting here, and you guysdl bewalking, and it®l be dark, and
you guysare walking out.

SS: Okay. Looking badk: what would you say wasACT UP@ greatest
achievement, and what would you say wasits greatest disappointment?

RE: Its greatest achievement was so many people coming togeher in
common cause, solidarity. Thefact that so many lesbiansweren®there for the dental
dam; they weren®there for themselves. They were there, andit was avery big change
from, where thegay community, gay and lesbian community had been years before, in
terms of separatism. Theleadership tha women took there. Thefact that it enabled, in
classic collective action, it enabled alot of usto do thingstha we never could have done
by ourselves. Y ou could not make a demondration, or do something on your own. But
with thepower. Theblack people within ACT UP could not have voiced tha ange
themselves on the street, and had that turn into television. A woman couldn®have
voiced tha rage; she@ becalled crazy. But somehow, al of that coming together N
changing the CDC definition N is, at thebest of it there wasn@®, it was real common
cause for ACT UPto get involved in needle exchange Because, there weren®tha many
IDUs, or former IDUs, in ACT UP. But ACT UP enabled L ouie Jones to movefroman
EmmausHouse and tha homeless community, and to bdieve tha he could do Standup
Harlem. It jug birthed many thingstha never lived unde theroof of ACT UP.

It did a brilliant partnership with GMHC. Because it was, it was doing
wha it could do; and the service organization was doing, and despite all the sparks and

tengons and real tensons there were inaredible kindsof alliances of common cause.
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And so, wha isthemog disappointing thing? Themog disappointing
thing is when we turned on each other; is when we saw our differences as beng bigge,
and cavernous compared with what we had common cause around. Now, the other thing
is, weliveintheworld. Sol forget whoit waswho said so brilliantly, at oneof the most
contentiousmeeting we had, tha, it@ likewe all grow upin aracist sodety. We can®
hdp tha. Butwe dohave theresponsbility to becongiousof it. Weal grew upbl
grew up in aJewish sodety in which sexism isjug built into the culture, in so many
different ways, besides the obviouspariarchd thing; but aboutprivilege for amale
Jewish son.

So much of it was, tha | think it al'so enabled, people who had no politics
when they first came in, and no political congiousess; to come changed, in acertain
way. AndI think we didn@®come to appreciate tha enough,is tha people were
changing.

Were we livingin, suddenly, an idyllic world? We were organized
because we weren®living in an idyllic world. And | think we started making demandsof
the collective that it couldn®possibly have given us. And| say GveON nat this person
or that pasonN | think we all did it. And at thesame time, tha@® a naural group
process, that that happen. Wha(® amazing is tha we came together on as many thingsas
we did, and had as great an impact. And | know;, from jud the Soviet counties, | know
that ACT UPisabenchmark. Itissuchanincredible modd. | know, from Zackie
Achmat, from TAC, in South Africa, how important the modd of ACT UP was to him.
Our necessity defense; Zackie got al thelegd pgpers on our necessity defense, because

tha@ the defense he used for bringingillegd AIDS drugsinto South Africa.
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So there are all theseways. Gregg Gonsalves, living in South Africa
now. HeBliving bigge than thegay world hecame outof. And| think, to me, tha®
oneof thepowerful things | hope isin thewondeful project you guys are doing;isthat
in thebest sense, it changead thingscollectively andin theworld. Andthewhole notion
of the empowered patient; but, which came out of the women(@ health movement; but,
andtook it yet another step. But | think it also changed alot of our lives. | couldn®
have dreamt tha | would be doing thethingsin my life, and | felt like ACT UP was, and |
grieveit, youknow; and| know Daniel does, and awhole bund of friends Gregg
Bordowitz does. We knowthat tha was amagica peiodinourlives. Thefriendships
tha we had, tha, the groupstha were pat of it, you know; of going out for dinne, to
oneof theendless Greek coffee shops

But there was, there were, there was a collective way, a commund way,
tha doesn®exist nowin New York. Andit@ oneof thereasonswhy | left thecity, and
started working outsidethe county, and | findit in Mudim cultures; is a cohesiveness
and collectivity tha | like beng pat of.

Andso | dor@think there@ a bad moment of ACT UP. | even think the
Dan Williams thing; it, in some ways, it showed the best of ACT UP. That, one there
was ajoumdist in tha roont and we were able to talk him out of making a story in the
gay press aboutthis. Andsaying, youknowwha? You@e part of abigge process;
you@e pat of ACT UP. AndweQ®e goingto air this now, here. Butthisisour busness,
500people, our busness. Butit wasthebest of ACT UP, was tha Dan could standin
frontof tha room and, and hecould behonest. Andtha ACT UP never wavered inits

suppot for needle exchange even with tha hgppening; tha the bigge thing was there.
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Andto me, there@ somethingin Mudim counties of Central Asia; they talk aboutthe
khazan; which is, big cooking pot And people live khazan bir; they live aroundthe
cooking pot. Andthe cooking potrepresentsthehome. Andthefact tha people, even
when they separate fromther familiesN and maybethey goto university N they till
live khazan bir. Y ou®e responsble for your family membersif you®e theonly one
working, or something like tha. And Qe ended up usngthat as ametapha for alot of
the ways we®e working in Uzbekistan to deal with margindized popuktions particularly
men who have sex with men. Because they@e about the mogt stigmatized, in theway, in
urban cities, ablack, transgende N woman or man N afeminineblack kid: is aboutthe
mog stigmatized sodal statusyou can find. Andthekhazanis this cooking pottha we
al hold, and it can take heat. 1t@ notaglass. Thisglasswould jugt explode and it would
break into pieces.

And at its best, ACT UP was this incredible cooking pot It was this
incredible thing, tha we could make this human, sodal container tha could take, fierce,
fierce, and sometimes ad homnem arguments, but somehow we could still show up at the
same event. ' Youknow. Tha we could dotheWHAM ACT UP demondration, which
was our biggest demondration. But it was, pat of it was bringing thewomen® hesdlth
movement together with, in a certain sense, the pdient activist movement, over theissue
of control of our bodes.

So | have no, it@really hard to summon up a negative memory. My, the
thing that haunts me mog isthat two of the guysl worked with sideby side; | didn®
know they were usng drugs And onedied of an overdose. And maybetha didn® have

to happen. Andwith Rod, as close as we were, that | didn®@know that was happening.



Richard Elovich Interview 75
May 14,2007

And helater, wrote an article for aharm redudion newspaper N and | knew it was him,
even thoughhewrote it anonynoudy N andthen heand | got togeher at aham
redudion conference, and we had dinne together. And we were able to talk aboutalot
of stuff. Andwe were able to talk abouthisinjecting and his usng heroin.

Andto me, thelast thingis, I&n agay man; | dor®dhave kids And| don®
choos to go updream, and try to make tha family. But theidea of bengin thepresence
of youngpeople like Garance [Franke-Ruta] and Dan Raymond and Rod; isthisreally
amazing privilege and oppatunity, to be able to see tha generation. Andtha generation
mixing with MaxineWolfe. If you think about just agan, you were talking, a the
beginning, of three generations four generations And Gregg Bordowitz is il likea
little brother to me.  When hecomesto New Y ork, hestaysin our hous, and he, it3, it@
hishome.

Soit@jug given me so many things And| have afeeling it@ given lots
of people so many thingsin thar lives. AIDStookalotaway fromus Butit, tha
movement, | think, gave usalot.

SS: Thank you, Richard. Thank you so much.

RE: Thank you.

SS: Thank you.

RE: Glad to be pat of this.

SS: Goaod, 1@n glad.



